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G

rowing up in the Midwest, I remember hitting shag balls in
the backyard on summer days until it was too dark to see,
pretending it was during the final round of my U.S. Open
victory, the hometown crowd crowing its approval of every shot.
While I eventually learned the hard lesson that I was destined to
become a professional writer rather than a professional golfer, the
dream remains the same, and my time on the range is still spent
winning the U.S. Open.
I may never get to play in one, but another dream becomes a
reality this summer, when the U.S. Open really does head to my
backyard, at Erin Hills Golf Club in Erin, Wisconsin. It’s an amazing
achievement many years in the making, and one of many incredible
things going on in the Midwest golf scene this year. Don’t miss our
cover story, starting on page 10. Our esteemed Rules expert, John
Morrissett, “moonlights” as the competitions director at Erin Hills,
and offers an Open-themed quiz on page 47.
Over in Beloit, the Beloit Club has been busy turning the private
club model on its ear, becoming more welcoming — and more
successful — in the process. Find out how they did it on page 40.
But wonders in Wisconsin don’t stop there this year. We’ll also
set our sights on the new Sand Valley Golf Resort, the stunning new
project from Bandon Dunes creator Mike Keiser. Mike Jr., who is
managing the project, gives us a preview starting on page 104.
On the other side of the lake, we take you to beautiful Bay Harbor,
Michigan, where Boyne’s Inn at Bay Harbor and Bay Harbor Golf
Club are coming off a stellar 2016. Have a look at how the other half
lives, starting on page 52.
If you can’t wait for summer in the Midwest (and let’s face it, who
can?), a great springtime golf destination can be found down on the
bayou, in southern Louisiana. You’ll love what’s cooking on the
Cajun country course menu. Check it out on page 88.
Lastly, we offer a fond farewell to a man who made an indelible
mark on the golf world, Mr. Arnold Palmer. We called him The
King, and his kingdom extended to so many terrific course designs
in the Midwest. We offer a photo feature tribute to his tracks starting on page 62.
There’s plenty more in this issue, which is packed with great golf
from cover to cover. Just like my times in the backyard as a kid, you
could say we’re not stopping until sundown.
Thanks for joining us.
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Bump & Run
Back for The Black
StreamSong’s new Black Course worth a return trip to Central Florida’s famous golf getaway
Streamsong Resort opened in 2012 to a boatload
of awards, with two great courses by three great
architects: The Red Course (by Bill Coore and Ben
Crenshaw), and The Blue Course (by Tom Doak) —
ranked the No. 2 and 3 “Best Courses You Can Play,”
by GOLF Magazine. Golfers beat a path to its door.
Now, they’ll be back, for The Black.
A third course, The Black Course, flies its flags
beginning in fall of 2017. Designed by Olympic
course architect Gil Hanse, The Black might just be
the most intimidating of the three, playing to a par
73. The resort gave Hanse 800 acres to choose from,
and he tapped a 250-acre parcel running along a
ridgeline for some truly rugged terrain.

When it debuts later this fall, the golf world will
find out just how good The Black will be.
Tee times for 2017 are already underway.
Visit www.streamsong.com for more information.

The 403-yard par-4 17th on The Red Course. Inset: The par-3 fifth on The Black.

NEWS & NOTES
FROM THE WORLD
OF GOLF

Bump & Run
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Try the Gopher

Aye of the Tiger

Bill Murray & brothers planning
Caddyshack-theme restaurant in
Rosemont

Woods says yes to building Chicago’s most buzz-worthy course

It’s a Cinderella story.
Thanks to Bill Murray and his
brothers, Rosemont, Illinois, is about
to become home to a Caddyshack
sports bar and restaurant.
The comedic legend and golf nut has plans to open his second restaurant inspired by his 1980
golf-themed movie, Caddyshack, in an 11,000-square-foot space inside the Crowne Plaza Hotel.
Close to O’Hare International Airport and just steps from the Donald E. Stephens Convention
Center, home to the Chicago Golf Show, the restaurant promises plenty of TVs, memorabilia, and
Midwestern fare. The restaurant’s motto is “Eat, Drink & Be Murray.”
We wouldn’t want it any other way.

When the President calls and asks nicely, you say yes.
Tiger Woods reportedly got a call from President Obama last year,
to convince him and his design company to work on the proposed $30
million golf course project along Chicago’s Lakeshore Drive, and attached to President Obama’s new Presidential Library. The plan is to
remodel and combine the Jackson Park and South Shore courses into
one championship track, one fit for a PGA Tour event like the BMW
Championship.
The project will also benefit The First Tee of Greater Chicago (see story on page 78), with a
short course or par-3 course for kids and emphasis on teaching.
Construction is expected to begin this year, with completion by 2020. Stay tuned to GolfTime
for much more.

Transformed Traps
Trappers Turn taps Oliphant Golf to rebuild its bunkers
With all the exciting things happening on the Wisconsin golf scene this year (i.e., the U.S. Open at
Erin Hills, Sand Valley Golf Resort opening, et al), Trappers Turn in the Wisconsin Dells wants to
get in on the action.
Last fall Trappers Turn hired renovation experts Oliphant Golf (currently working on Sand
Valley and some course called Pebble Beach) to rebuild every bunker in its 27 holes. They
refined the edges back to their
original state, removed and replaced all the sand, and put in
new drainage, too.
Fried eggs are no longer on
the menu.
Visit www.trappersturn.com
for information.

Have you caught the Kirkland Craze?
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And Finally …

Costco’s discount ball turning equipment industry on its ear

The USGA modified rules 18-2, 18-3 and 20-1 this year, which now removes any penalty for accidentally moving your ball on the green (like Dustin Johnson got penalized for at the U.S. Open
last summer). Just put it back and pretend it never happened.
Like you were probably doing already.
Visit www.usga.org for more.

The hottest bit of golf equipment this year isn’t a $500 driver or a $350 putter. It’s a little discount golf ball
that retails for $15 per dozen. It’s the Kirkland Signature golf ball from Costco, and the giant wholesaler can’t
keep them on the shelves.
The four-piece ball has stood up to (and even bested) the Titleist Pro-V1 in independent tests (out-driving
it by nearly 10 yards!), and is sold in two-dozen packs — when they’re in stock.
Visit www.costco.com to order. For more hot equipment, turn to our feature on page 106.
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After years of planning and preparing,
Erin Hills set for Wisconsin’s first-ever U.S. Open
By Rob Hernandez Photography by Paul Hundley

The Wait Is OVER
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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ERIN, WISCONSIN — The patio outside the clubhouse overlooking
Erin Hills provides the best view of the magnificent venue that will
host the 2017 U.S. Open.
It’s all right there:
The rolling terrain, sculpted long ago by
glaciers that cut through the property’s 652
acres nestled in the middle of the picturesque
Kettle Moraine region.
The long, golden fescue, nurtured over the
last 10 years to shape many of the holes with
a rustic variety of golden browns over the
course of a golf season.
The prominent putting surfaces, most of
them sitting above fairways, as if 18 individual stages waiting to entertain the game’s
very best golfers.
In fact, a person can see just about everything from up there — everything, that is,
except the future.
“One of the things that’s always fun when
you haven’t held a championship for the
game’s very best players, especially the professionals, you don’t know what type of player
14
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the course might favor,” said John Morrissett,
competitions director for Erin Hills.
Will it favor a power-hitter such as Dustin
Johnson? The reigning U.S. Open champion
has the distance to overpower Erin Hills —
even if the United States Golf Association,
which conducts the event, were to stretch
the course to its 7,820-yard tips or beyond.
DJ would become the first repeat champion
since Curtis Strange in 1989.
“Or, because of the difficulty of the bunkering and the native areas, does it favor the
shorter hitter?” Morrissett asked rhetorically.
Those are just some of the questions Morrissett and others associated with Erin Hills,
located 35 miles northwest of downtown
Milwaukee, hope to have answered with a
reverence and respect typically reserved for
the game’s classic courses.
What will Rory McIlroy think of the

place? Or how about the always-opinionated
Phil Mickelson?
Will someone like Jordan Spieth, who
played Erin Hills during the 2011 U.S. Amateur, still appreciate the variety of tee and
hole locations that can alter the way Erin
Hills plays from one day to the next?
Or will someone like Jason Day notice
what Morrissett calls “the flow” of the course,
especially that nine-hole stretch in the middle
of their round in which golfers will never play
two consecutive holes in the same direction?
“For those who haven’t been here before ...
it will be an interesting look and feel,” Morrissett said. “As (executive director) Mike
Davis of the USGA once described it, it’s like
Shinnecock Hills on steroids. ... It’s going to
be fun to see who plays well here.”
At the same time, there is a strong business-like approach between the Erin Hills
staff and the USGA in the responsibility of
staging a successful championship.
“It’s a tremendous honor,” said Morrissett,
who himself is a former USGA Rules Depart-

PREVIOUS SPREAD: At 439 yards with fescue left
and a large bunker guarding the landing area along
the right side, the par-4 fourth hole might be the
toughest on the course. ABOVE: From a blind tee shot
to a shallow green that is heavily bunkered to the
right, the par-4 10th hole gives the back nine a tough
starting hole.

ment member. “To host the state’s first U.S.
Open is beyond humbling. And it’s a responsibility we take very seriously.”

A MAJOR BUZZ
The great detail that has gone into hosting
the 2017 U.S. Open also went into the design
of the golf course, which opened in 2006.
For example, the opening holes play toward the west and away from the rising sun
while the finishing holes run toward the
east with the setting sun behind the golfers.
That foresight went into the design work of
Michael Hurdzan and Dana Fry, who took a
very simple approach to working with what
the land had to offer.
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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They took pride in routing the course
in and around the existing features glaciers
created thousands of years ago. That so little
earth was moved in construction of Erin
Hills remains a marvel to those working
with the finished product.
“I like the rolling terrain,” said Darin Bevard, the director of championship agronomy
for the USGA. “The Kettle Moraine type of
rolls and movement is really unique.”
The USGA was intrigued about Erin
Hills as a potential U.S. Open venue from
the very moment its staff saw the property.
Jeff Hall, the USGA’s managing director of rules and open championships,
was in that first USGA group to check
out Erin Hills in 2007 while he was in
Wisconsin on a site visit to Whistling Straits
ahead of that year’s U.S. Senior Open. He
walked the property with former owner
Bob Lang, whose dream it was to bring a
U.S. Open to Wisconsin, and Jim Hyler,
the president of the USGA’s championship
committee at the time.
“Mike Davis said ‘Hey, you need to go
out and take a look at Erin Hills,’” Hall
recalled. “I hadn’t been here previously.
... We didn’t play; we just walked the golf
course with Bob Lang. We’re like ‘Wow, this
is pretty interesting.’
“Now, it’s obviously matured a good bit
and some changes have been made. But I
think what struck me the most the first time
I saw it was the bigness of it.”
CLOCKWISE FROM UPPER LEFT: No. 15 could play
as short as 350 yards during the U.S. Open and make
it a driveable par-4; visitors to Erin Hills can eat in the
clubhouse and stay at the lodge or nearby cottages;
the Erin Hills shamrock has become a popular logo;
Erin Hills was converted to a walking-only course
in 2010.
16
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When it comes to anticipation, the U.S. Open doesn’t
usually need an energy boost from an outside source.
But that might be exactly what it received from another high-profile event, as the
anticipation continues to build toward June.
With large and raucous crowds at Hazeltine National Golf Club, the 41st Ryder
Cup matches last fall provided genuine drama and a 17-11 victory by the United
States team, which prevailed for the first time since 2008. There was no shortage
of magic moments over the three-day competition, especially down the stretch.
The unbridled emotion of Rory McIlroy, which was matched by American
Patrick Reed in his 1-up victory. The bevy of birdies by veterans Phil Mickelson and
Sergio Garcia — 19 combined — in the singles showdown they halved. The emerging depth and talent of American golf, just in time to showcase it on Wisconsin
fairways this coming June.
“The Ryder Cup helped elevate the game,” said Jeff Hall, the USGA’s managing director of rules and open championships. “The quality of the golf. The competitive spirit. ... It wasn’t ugly. It wasn’t nasty. It was spirited competition and
golf played at the highest level. If that doesn’t excite people to want to get out
and play, I’m not sure what will.”
The last two U.S. Open champions have been from the United States (Jordan
Spieth in 2015 at Chambers Bay and Dustin Johnson in 2016 at Oakmont).
However, American golfers have not won three in a row since 2000 when Tiger
Woods won the first of his three Opens at Pebble Beach, after Lee Janzen (1998)
and Payne Stewart (1999).

The Upper Midwest has been kind to U.S. golfers
in the U.S. Open.
Since England’s Tony Jacklin won at Hazeltine in 1970, the last six championships
held in this part of the country have been won by Americans. The list includes
Lou Graham (1975 at Medinah), Hale Irwin (1979 at Inverness and 1990 at
Medinah), Andy North (1985 at Oakland Hills), Payne Stewart (1991 at Hazeltine),
Steve Jones (1996 at Oakland Hills) and Jim Furyk (2003 at Olympia Fields).
Then again, the three major championships contested on Wisconsin fairways
(all of them PGA Championships and all of them played at Whistling Straits near
Sheboygan) have all been won by foreign golfers. Fiji’s Vijay Singh won in 2004,
Germany’s Martin Kaymer won in 2010 and Australian Jason Day won in 2015.
So what does that say about how the 2017 U.S. Open might unfold?
It figures to be as fiercely competitive as the 2016 Ryder Cup.
To those with a hand in preparing the stage at Erin Hills, that’s not just good
for business. It’s good for golf.
“I don’t know if it is our job to carry that momentum all the way to June; I
think that’s pretty hard to do,” Hall said. “But the game has been uplifted. What
do they say about a rising tide? It lifts all boats.
“There is a cycle, but I do sense there is an opportunity for an elevated buzz
to the game.”

FROM DREAM TO REALITY: U.S. Open at Erin Hills an Event Six Decades in the Making
1962: Earl Millikin establishes Elm Charolias ranch, a cattle farm, with the dream of one day building a golf course
on the property, which today is the site of Erin Hills.

1996: Earl Millikin dies on Sept. 18.
1997: Delafield businessman Bob Lang, with a dream
of building a nine-hole golf course for employees of his
greeting card and calendar business, buys a parcel of
land in the town of Erin for $2.5 million.

The smallest green on the course makes the approach shot to No. 2 one of the most challenging at Erin Hills.
If it seemed big then, it only got bigger after the 2010 announcement that the USGA,
which staged its U.S. Women’s Amateur Public Links Championship at Erin Hills in 2008,
would stage its national championship at the
facility in 2017.
“It’s been interesting,” Morrissett said.
“With each season, as you get closer to the
Open, people are more and more aware of
the Open and the Open is playing more and
more into their decision to come play here. ...
You can imagine, as a golfer, people are anxious to do that. It makes watching the Open,
whether on television or in person, more
enjoyable to have played the course yourself
beforehand.”
To trigger the U.S. Open build-up, Erin
Hills also hosted the 2011 U.S. Amateur
Championship. It not only showcased Erin
Hills as a major championship venue but also
some of golf ’s emerging talent such as Jordan
Spieth, Justin Thomas, Bryson Dechambeau,
Patrick Rodgers, Patrick Cantlay and eventual champion Kelly Kraft.
In addition, Erin Hills has also opened
its doors to state events. It played host to the
2014 Wisconsin State Amateur — won by
University of Wisconsin golfer Eddie Wajda
18
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III with a 5-over-par 293 total — and the annual Marquette Intercollegiate each fall.
“What’s helpful from those events are the
trends that you see,” Morrissett said. “For example, knowing that the fourth hole — even
though on the scorecard it looks like a medium-length par-4 — most days, especially
with a west wind, it plays as the hardest hole
or close to the hardest hole. Information like
that is useful to pass along to the USGA.”
Significant changes were made to the
course around the time the USGA revealed
its 2017 U.S. Open venue.
About eight months before the announcement, Lang’s efforts to land the U.S. Open
proved to be too great of a financial burden
and he was forced to sell the course. Andy
Ziegler, the chairman of a Milwaukee asset
management company, bought it in October
of 2009 and initiated immediate changes.
Between the 2009 and 2010 golf seasons,
more than 300 trees were removed from
the property, according to Morrissett. That
helped create more of a links-style feel to the
course.
“It really opened up the property and let
people appreciate more of what a cool piece
of property it is,” Morrissett said. “Before,

1999: Bernice Millikin actively seeks a buyer to turn
her family’s land into a golf course. Bob Lang, who had
already purchased smaller parcels of land in the area,
visits the property in August and buys the property.

The property in the 1990s.
2000: Bob Lang meets architect Mike Hurdzan and hires
him and partner Dana Fry to design Erin Hills. They add a
third member to their design team: Ron Whitten, the golf
course architecture editor for Golf Digest magazine.
2003: Plans for the original layout are finalized.
2004: Bob Lang travels to the U.S. Open at Shinnecock
Hills GC in New York in June and meets with Mike Davis,
now the executive director of the USGA. Soon after the
Open, Davis visits the Erin Hills site and encourages Lang
to keep the USGA updated on plans to build the course.
Construction begins in September.
2006: Erin Hills opens for public play Aug. 1. The club
gains an ally when Milwaukee businessman Jim Reinhart
resigns as vice-president of the USGA and offers to help
Erin Hills owner Bob Lang develop his relationship with
the USGA with the aim of landing a U.S. Open.
2007: Erin Hills is named “Best New Course” in the
United States by Golf magazine. ... Members of the USGA
Championship Committee, after the U.S. Senior Open

at Whistling Straits near Sheboygan, make a site visit to
Erin Hills. Recognizing that he is beginning to run low on
money to invest in his dream of securing the U.S. Open,
Bob Lang searches for a buyer.
2008: On Feb. 6, the USGA announces it has awarded the
2011 U.S. Amateur to Erin Hills. In June, Tiffany Joh of San
Diego edged Korea’s Jennifer Song 2-and-1 to win the
U.S. Women’s Amateur Public Links Championship in the
first major championship at the 2-year-old facility. After
that event, the USGA recommends changes to the course
and an overzealous Lang makes some of his own, adding
more than 50 bunkers and lengthening a hole to make
the course play to a par 73.
2009: Renovations keep the course from opening until
July and, even then, poor conditions force owner Bob
Lang to offer discounted greens fee. Milwaukee investor
Andy Ziegler buys Erin Hills from Bob Lang on Oct. 24 for
a reported $10.5 million and invites Ron Whitten, who had
left the design time after a dispute with Lang, to re-join
Mike Hurdzan and Dana Fry for additional renovations.
2010: On Feb. 6, the USGA selects Erin Hills to host
the 2017 U.S. Open and announces its decision at the
2010 U.S. Open at Pebble Beach. On July 31, Erin Hills
re-opens under its new ownership as a walking-only
course after changes to the course remove nearly 300
trees, improve its overall condition and playability and
restore it to a par-72 layout.
2011: The much-anticipated U.S. Amateur draws a
spectacular field of the world’s top amateurs, including
future PGA Tour stars Jordan Spieth, Russell Henley,
Brooks Koepka, Harris English and Bryson Dechambeau.
In the end, though, Kelly Kraft scored a 2-up victory in
the 36-hole final over Patrick Cantlay, who had outlasted
Henley in 21 holes in the semifinals.
2016: As anticipation builds for the 2017 U.S. Open, Erin
Hills officials announce that the final day of public play
until after the championship will be Oct. 5.
2017: Wisconsin’s first U.S. Open will be staged June 15
through 18 with practice rounds starting June 12.

Erin Hills’ maintenance staff has spent the last 10 years
creating a golden consistency to its familiar tall fescue
grass off the fairways.

sometimes the trees hid or camouflaged the
great glacial terrain.”
Improvements to the fairways and native grasses followed. With them, the club
made the decision to become a walking-only
course because, according to Morrissett, the
fine fescue in the fairways “couldn’t handle
the cart traffic,” from the daily play.
“Partly as a result of that and partly because of a very aggressive top-dressing program for the fairways, the fairways are now
in much, much better condition,” Morrissett
said. “And then, in terms of playability and
aesthetics, what we call the native areas —
the unmowed fescue — have just become
much more uniform and aesthetically pleasing whereas, in 2010, they were still a hodgepodge of prairie weeds with some tall fescue.”
The golfing public, especially those golfers
who played the course shortly after it opened
in 2006, have noticed the changes. And applauded them.
“They can’t believe the differences —
both in terms of how the course plays, but
also the overall look and feel of the property as well,” Morrissett said. “Everything
is just more mature. It’s a great compliment
20
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to hear some people say ‘When I heard the
U.S. Open is coming here and I played here
in 2007, I wondered. But, geez, you guys are
ready.’ That’s a great compliment.”

CLOSED TIL OPEN
As much buzz as there has been at Erin Hills
leading up to the U.S. Open, there promises
to be more after it is over.
That also happens to be the next time
golfers will be able take on Erin Hills. In an
unprecedented move, the course will remain
closed to public play through the championship, giving superintendent Zach Reineking and the USGA agronomy staff the time
and space to prepare the course for its major
championship debut.
“That is a tremendous, tremendous benefit to us,” Bevard said. “This is going to be
a great site in preparation for the Open because you don’t have to worry, come spring,
about traffic on the golf course. You don’t
have to worry about divots (or) ball marks.
“You don’t have to worry about Zach saying ‘Gosh, we have a full slate of tee times. We
can’t do this on the golf course even though
we’d like to do it.’”

Hall agreed. “It’s certainly a big plus,” he
said. “It’s now in the hands of Mother Nature.”
Indeed, perhaps the biggest challenge
facing Erin Hills and the USGA is how the
course comes out of the winter.
“Being this far north, your window coming out in the spring from the time the grass
starts growing until the actual championship
is shorter than it would be at a Pinehurst or
a Pebble Beach,” said Bevard, noting that the
USGA deals with varying degrees of turfgrass stress leading up to every U.S. Open.
“At Congressional Country Club (near
Washington, D.C.) in 2011, they had the hottest recorded temperatures ever in the month
of June the week before the U.S. Open and
then we had all the rain. This far north, we
certainly don’t expect that to happen.”
What can golf fans expect of Erin Hills
during U.S. Open week?
“We push the golf course to test these
players; there’s not doubt about it,” Hall acknowledged. “Firm and fast. But we accept
that responsibility.
“If we’re in control of the water, it will play
how we want it to play. I think our attention
to detail with respect to the presentation of

the golf course has really improved over the
last decade. Some of that is the collaboration
within the USGA and certainly the collaboration with our host venues. We’re working
with them farther in advance just to make
sure we’re on the same page, just so there is
no misunderstanding that this is what we
want to get to.
“And then (we) let our experts work with
their experts on how to get there.”
Of course, there is another important
component to the success of Erin Hills’ first
U.S. Open: The spectator experience.
Officials expect about 35,000 fans per day
during tournament week. They will have
greater concerns than whether the greens roll
at a 13 or 13 1/2 on the Stimpmeter.
“I know the golf course will be as good
as it can be,” Morrissett said. “But you also
want to make sure the 35,000 spectators who
come here each day to have a good time.
To make sure everything goes well from
their perspective.
“From parking to admissions to concessions to grandstands and spectator flow. You
want everyone to come away thinking ‘Wow,
that was fantastic.’”
And when Morrissett says everyone, he
means everyone.
“Our No. 1 goal is to make sure that there
is a second U.S. Open at Erin Hills,” he said.
“That everything goes so well here that there
will be another one in the not-too-distant
future.”
Please visit www.erinhills.com for more
information or tickets.
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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GOLFTIME’S FEATURED COURSES
Chicagoland

Waukegan

3
7

2

1

Arrowhead Golf Club

Wheaton

630-653-5800

www.arrowheadgolfclub.org

2

Hawthorn Woods Country Club

Lake Zurich

847-847-3250

www.hwccgolf.com

pg 64

3

Libertyville Sports Complex

Libertyville

847-367-1506

www.libertyvillesportscomplex.com

pg 35

4

Mt. Prospect Golf Club

Mt. Prospect

847-632-9300

www.mtprospectgolf.com

pg 29

5

Prairie Bluff Public Golf Course

Crest Hill

815-836-4653

www.prairiebluffgc.com

pg30

6

Skokie Sports Park

Skokie

847-674-1500

www.skokieparks.org

pg 31

7

Stonewall Orchard Golf Club

Grayslake

847-740-4890

www.stonewallorchard.com

pg 32

8

Weber Park Golf Course

Skokie

847-674-1500

www.skokieparks.org

pg 31

9

White Eagle Golf Club

Naperville

630-983-0012

www.whiteeaglegc.com

pg 64

10

White Pines Golf Club

Bensenville

630-766-0304

www.whitepinesgolf.com

pg 33

pg 28

Arlington Heights
90

Elgin

Mount Prospect 4
Schaumburg

6
Skokie 8

Evanston

Des Plaines

10

Oak Park

1

Chicago

Cicero

88

9

Aurora

Oak Lawn

20

Let Us Lead You to Your Next Round

55

94

5

Hammond

Joliet

80

GolfTime Magazine is dedicated to people who realize the
world’s greatest game is more than a pastime, people who
6 and value in the region they call home.
appreciate the rich variety

Gary

57

80

65

www.golftimemag.com
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Find us on
/golftimemag
or follow @GolfTimeMag18 on
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Illinois
1 Crab Orchard Golf Club
2 The Den at Fox Creek Golf Club
3 The Links at Kokopelli
4 Pine Lakes Golf Club
5 Spencer Golf and Country Club
6 Stardust Golf and Country Club

Carterville
Bloomington
Marion
Herrin
Alton
Johnston City

75

618-985-2321
309-434-2260
618-997-5656
618-942-6816
618-465-3111
618-527-4122

www.craborchardgolfclub.com
www.cityblm.org
www.kokopelligolf.com
www.pinelakes18.com
www.spencertolingolf.com

pg 34
75

pg 34
pg 34
pg 64

9
10
11
12
13

Beloit Club
The Bog
The Bull at Pinehurst Farms
Christmas Mountain Village
Erin Hills
Geneva National Resort
Trappers Turn Golf Club

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Bay Harbor Golf Club
Crooked Tree Golf Club
The Donald Ross Memorial
The Heather
The Hills Course
The Legend at Shanty Creek Resort
Little Traverse Bay Golf Club
Manitou Passage Golf Club
The Moor
Ravines Golf Club

131
75

94

Beloit
Saukville
Sheboygan Falls
Wisconsin Dells
Erin
Lake Geneva
Wisconsin Dells

608-364-9000
262-284-7075
920-467-1500
608-254-3971
262-670-8600
262-245-7000
800-221-8876

www.beloitclub.com
www.golfthebog.com
www.golfthebull.com
www.christmasmountainvillage.com
www.erinhills.com
www.genevanationalresort.com
www.trappersturn.com

IFC
pg 62

94

75

IBC
pg 45
pg 46

90

43

13

94

90

90

90

131

9

10

pg 62

8

11
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43

90

Michigan
14

19

94

Wisconsin
8

21

pg 34
94

7

16 20 2
14 17 2
15 18

pg 64

131

Bay Harbor
Bay Harbor
Harbor Springs
Harbor Springs
Harbor Springs
Bellaire
Harbor Springs
Cedar
Harbor Springs
Saugtuck

231-439-4085
231-439-4030
844-247-2466
844-247-2466
844-247-2466
866-695-5010
231-525-6200
231-228-6000
844-247-2466
269-857-1616

www.bayharborgolf.com
www.boyne.com
www.boyne.com
www.boyne.com
www.boyne.com
www.shantycreek.com
www.ltbaygolf.com
www.manitoupassagegolfclub.com
www.boyne.com
www.ravinesgolfclub.com
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Milwaukee

94

Madison

94
90
43

12

7

pg 58

96
196

Lansing

94

23

90

pg 58

Grand Rapids

96

43

131
69

pg 58

90

196

pg 58

90

pg 58

Kalamazoo

94

pg 62
88

Chicago

88

94
69
80

pg 64

88

South Bend

80

pg 58

69

80

80

pg 62

80
80

94

39

94

94

80

80

57

65

55
74

Fort Wayne
65

57
74

2

Peoria
74

69

55

Bloomington
55

65

74

69

57
72

Champaign

74

74

69
74

Springfield

Decatur

72

70

70

Indianapolis

55
70

74

65

57

70

70

74
74

5

65
70

55

57

70

64

64

The Bull at Pinehurst Farms
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Mt. Prospect Golf Club
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Chicagoland Featured Course

Chicagoland Featured Course

Mt. Prospect Golf Club

Arrowhead Golf Club
ARROWHEAD GOLF CLUB IN WHEATON, Illinois, is widely known and recognized for its
beautifully maintained course, exceptional views, and professional and dedicated staff.
Arrowhead is a public golf course offering impeccable golf
TEE STATISTICS
at affordable rates on three par-72, 18-hole layouts surrounded
South/East
Yards Par
by forest preserve. Tees, greens and fairways are bentgrass and
Red
4989 72
water comes into play on 17 holes. Practice on our lighted
Gold
5542 72
White
6080 72
driving range, putting green, chipping green, and bunkers. Book
Silver
6347 72
your next corporate or fundraising golf outing with us.
Blue
6707 72
Arrowhead has become a favorite destination for golf outings,
West/East
Yards Par
Red
4905 72
fundraisers, weddings, and corporate events. The facility includes
Gold
5482 72
banquet and meeting rooms, a pro shop, halfway house, and
White
6166 72
locker rooms. The Arrowhead Restaurant & Bar—open daily for
Silver
6388 72
Blue
6643 72
lunch and dinner—features elegant dishes by Executive Chef Alan
South/West Yards Par
Pirhofer, hosts live music, and boasts 15 HDTV screens to catch
Red
4939 72
your favorite sports. Don’t miss the a la carte breakfast menu
Gold
5512 72
White
6084 72
Saturdays and Sundays during the golf season.
Silver
6360 72
At Arrowhead, you can expect a country club feeling in a public
Blue
6622 72
setting and great golf, food, drink, and events every time. We are
Arrowhead, and we’re ready to serve you!

26W151 Butterfield Rd.
Wheaton, IL 60189

630-653-5800

www.arrowheadgolfclub.org
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NEWLY RESTORED in a multi-million-dollar project by Esler Golf Design, Mt. Prospect
will take you back to a style of architecture made famous by names like Raynor, MacDonald
and Ross, with low square tee boxes, strategic cross bunkers and
TEE STATISTICS
challenging plateau greens, all in our quiet parkland setting. The
Yards Par
design features most of the original routing with five new holes
Black
6350 70
and historic “template holes” with names like Redan, Eden and
Silver
6005 70
Punchbowl. There is even a sloping Biarritz par 3.
Gold
5345 70
The course will test every level of player without being your
typical modern “waterpark” design. It is all about grass, sand and trees. Located in a historic
neighborhood just minutes from O’Hare, Mt. Prospect is the closest thing to the conditions
and feel of an old private club, with a daily fee rate.
A new continuous cart path keeps carts out everyday and the new Club Car fleet features
Visage connected “touchscreen GPS” on each cart. The newly added golf learning center
includes a large bent grass tee, 300+ yard range, a large short game area and challenging
practice greens. Home to state champion high school teams, Mt. Prospect has one of the
oldest and most successful junior golf programs in Illinois. Adult group and private lessons
are also available with our PGA professional staff.
Our beautiful clubhouse grill room and patio look over the golf course and are the perfect
place to relax with a drink or have one of our famous 1/2 pound “Mt. Prospect Burger.”
What’s new is “old” again. Come play the Mt. Prospect Golf Club.

Come Back to a New 90 Year Old Classic
600 See Gwun Ave.
Mt. Prospect, IL 60056

847-259-4200

www.golfmtprospect.com

WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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Prairie Bluff Public Golf Club
OPENED IN JULY OF 1998 by Lockport Township Park District, Prairie Bluff Golf Club
offers 18 holes of championship golf spread out over 237 acres of rolling terrain. Each of
Prairie Bluff’s superbly manicured holes is framed by flowing
TEE STATISTICS
prairie grass which, along with 10 lakes, adds to both the courses
Yards Par
beauty and challenge. A complete bunker renovation in the fall
Gold
7007 72
of 2012 only adds to the challenge golfers will face at Prairie
Blue
6466 72
White (M) 6054 72
Bluff. Golfers can warm up, or just practice, at our 10-acre drivWhite (W) 6054 72
ing range, 10,000-square-foot putting green and short game area
Green
5326 72
complete with practice bunker.
Golfers and non-golfers alike will enjoy Prairie Bluff’s beautiful, newly renovated, 12,000square-foot clubhouse complete with a remodeled pro shop offering the latest in equipment
and apparel along with a remodeled dining area, bar area and outdoor patio serving great
food with outstanding service. Along with a beautiful banquet room that will accommodate
200 guests, Prairie Bluff is the perfect location for your next golf outing, banquet, wedding
or any other event. Let the staff at Prairie Bluff help make your next visit the best it can be.

Now outings of 80 golfers or more will receive a free foursome!
19433 Renwick Rd.
Crest Hill, IL 60403

815-836-GOLF (4653)
www.prairiebluffgc.com
www.pbmulligans.com
www.pbbanquets.com
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Host Site of the Illinois PGA Section Championship
Host Site of the 2003, 2005, 2009 & 2015 U.S. Open Qualifier
Host Site of the 2016 Web.com Rust-Oleum Qualifier

Stonewall Orchard Golf Club
Designed by Arthur Hills

OPEN SINCE 1999, Stonewall Orchard has quickly earned its spot among Chicago’s top
public golf course facilities and has been named one of the state’s top courses by Golf Digest for
the past three years. Stonewall Orchard is the current home of the Illinois PGA’s Section
Championship and hosted U.S. Open qualifying in 2003, 2005, 2009 and 2015.
Designed by renowned architect Arthur Hills, Stonewall
TEE STATISTICS
Orchard is a true walk in nature and offers natural qualities often
Yards Par
associated with golf in the Carolinas. With more than 65,000
Silver
7124 72
mature pine and oak trees, the course features tranquil wetlands,
Gold
6506 72
Gold/White 6202 72
plenty of wildlife and nary a hole that parallels another, offering
White
6032 72
a very secluded experience. From the 4,968-yard junior short
Turquoise 5375 72
course to the 7,124-yard, par-72 championship layout, each
Junior
4968 72
hole provides its own identity and challenge to golfers of all skill
levels. Offering the public a country club environment in a relaxed atmosphere, Stonewall
Orchard is one golf course you’ll want to play time and time again.

25675 W. Hwy. 60
Grayslake, IL 60030

847-740-4890

www.stonewallorchard.com
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TEE UP A REWARDING
GOLF TRIPin Williamson County!

Practice Range Guide

The Driving Range at the
Libertyville Sports Complex

The Driving Range at
Mt. Prospect Golf Club

15% off any price Range
Card with this coupon

Get your game on with a fantastic
golf getaway to Williamson County
in beautiful Southern Illinois. Our
four courses welcome veteran golfers
and newcomers alike with a high
quality game experience that is both
affordabl With
accessible and affordable.
plenty of nearby hotels, restaurants
and entertainment venues,
Williamson County is a great
place to up your game all
season long.
Crab Orchard Golf Club
901 West Grand Avenue
Carterville, IL
www.CrabOrchardGolfClub.com
618-985-2321
Pine Lakes Golf Course
2705 South Park Avenue
Herrin, IL 62948
www.PineLakes18.com
618-942-6816

Corner of Peterson Road & Route 45
1850 N. Hwy 45, Libertyville, IL 60048

847-367-1506

www.libertyvillesportscomplex.com
www.libertyville.com/golf

Valid thru 6/30/17

“Best Driving Range”
in Chicago 6 years in
a row, Daily Herald
Readers’ Choice Award.
• Open Daily, all 12 months
• Weather protected Tee Stations
• Grass Tees in Spring, Summer
• Putting & Chipping Greens
• Summer lessons for kids
Join our E-CLUB for special offers & promotions.

Mt. Prospect Golf Club now offers a state of the art golf
learning center including a bentgrass tee driving range,
target greens, short game area and two amazing practice
putting greens which can be used as a putting course. Mt.
Prospect has one of the oldest and most successful junior
golf programs in Illinois. Adult group and private lessons
are also available with our PGA professional staff.

Mt. Prospect Golf Club

600 South See-Gwun Avenue,
Mount Prospect, IL 60056

(847)259-4200

www.golfmtprospect.com

ALL OUR FRIENDS
Stardust Golf
and Country Club
14756 Stardust Drive
Johnston City, IL 62951
618-983-8822

800-433-7399

The Links at Kokopelli
1527 Champions Drive
Marion, IL 62959
www.KokopelliGolf.com
618-997-5656

GET BENEFITS
OUR FANS RECEIVE SPECIAL
GOLF OFFERS AND UPDATES
ON THE LATEST GOLF NEWS
Just Click on the
at www.golftimemag.com
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Close, but no Cigar
By Betsy Voyles, MSPT

M

ost people do not smoke in public like
they used to because it is no longer cool
to smoke and there are more regulations.
Many golfers report that they are nonsmokers but then say, “I only have a cigar or two
when I play.” The next question is, “So how
many rounds of golf do you play?” In case
you were wondering, if this is you; you are
not a nonsmoker. A single full-sized cigar
can contain nearly as much nicotine as a pack
of cigarettes. If you inhale cigar smoke, you
can get as much nicotine as if you smoked
cigarettes. Even if you don’t intentionally
inhale, large amounts of nicotine can be absorbed through the lining of your mouth into
the bloodstream.
Why don’t more golfers look at themselves as athletes? What other sport would
you see the athletes smoking? One of the
main impacts of any smoking on athletic
performance is a decrease in lung function.
This means a decrease in stamina and performance, as muscles become fatigued more
quickly due to the lack of oxygen. Smokers
also tend to suffer from shortness of breath
more often than nonsmokers which can negatively affect your ability to play your finesse
shots with ease.
Another impact smoking has on athletes is
its effect on heart health. Smoking causes the
blood vessels to constrict and can increase
blood pressure. Constricted blood vessels
reduce blood flow to the muscles, further
limiting the amount of oxygen the muscles
receive. Loss of blood flow can significantly
reduce muscular endurance, while the heart
36
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Eric Pick PGA Professional

Chris Pytell PGA Professional

We are pleased and excited to
add Class A PGA Professional Eric
Pick to our teaching staff here
at Mt. Prospect Golf Club. While
working at The Golf Learning
Center at Sea Island Club he was
exposed to some of the top instructors in the
industy, including Jack Lumpkin, Todd Anderson,
Gale Person, and Mike Shannon. In 2008, Eric Pick
Golf Academy was founded, improving the golf
games of hundreds of students, including the 2012
IHSA Girl’s State Class A Champion. Continuing to
regularly compete in Illinois Section events, Eric
has played in 4 Illinois Opens and 9 consecutive
Illinois PGA Championships.

Chris Pytell has conducted more
than 10,000 individual and
group lessons since 1994. He
enjoys instructing men, women,
and junior golfers of all ages
and levels, having transformed
many junior players into competitive collegiate
golfers. Because he believes that the learning
process accelerates when golf is taught at a
simple level, his lessons concentrate on the
fundamentals of the game. Chris still plays in
10–15 PGA tournaments annually, believing that
by maintaining his competitive edge he will help
his students achieve their full potential.

Mt. Prospect Golf Club

Skokie Sports Park

600 South See-Gwun Avenue,
Mount Prospect, IL 60056

3459 Oakton St., Skokie, IL 60076

847-674-1500, ext. 3100

(847)380-1280

www.skokieparks.org

www.ericpick.com
itself may also tire more quickly, because it
works harder than it should to pump blood
through constricted vessels.
Another disadvantage of smoking for
athletes is that it can lead to greater chance
of injury. When the muscles, brain and heart
do not receive enough oxygen, mental and
physical acuity can drop. Smoking can also
reduce the strength of bones and inhibit the
body’s ability to repair skin, ligaments, tendons and muscles. This means that any injuries a smoker does sustain may take longer to
heal — which means less time on the course.
For golf health and fitness questions, or
for more information about the FitGolf
program, please contact us at 312-214-9079,
bvoyles@fitgolf.com or visit
fitgolfchicago.com.

Kent Instefjord
PGA Instructor
General Manager

Milt Kodl
PGA Instructor
Head Golf Professional

Travis Becker
Director of Instruction
WI PGA Instructor
of the Year (2015)
Mike Tabbert
PGA Instructor
Certified TPI Instructor

Katie Engler
Apprentice Instructor

The Region’s Premier Club

AWARDED

MOST IMPROVED

GOLF COURSE

The only facility in Wisconsin to be
awarded a partnership with the Golf
Channel Academy offering instruction
from PGA certified instructors.

Call for your preview round of golf

www.GolfChannelAcademy.com

608.473.0089

GOLF INC. MAGAZINE
2016

2327 S. Riverside Drive | Beloit, WI | 53511

Limited number of National
Memberships available
info@thebeloitclub.com

WISCONSIN
FEATURED COURSES

Whistling Straits

A Rebirth in

BELOIT
F

or more than 100 years the Country
Club of Beloit had been an institution in this southern Wisconsin
city long known for heavy manufacturing in
sprawling factories that overlooked the Rock
River and popular Riverside Park.
But, as happened in so many American
cities, manufacturing and its family-supporting jobs steadily declined and disappeared
in recent decades, forcing Beloit, a city of
40
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nearly 37,000 residents that is located on the
Wisconsin-Illinois border, to try to reinvent
itself. It was a similar story for the Country
Club, which by 2014 was down to just 115
members, struggling to meet payroll and
maintenance demands of the golf course and
other facilities.
It was, said Kent Instefjord, a time of “do
or die,” for the club.
In fact, the Country Club of Beloit did

The Beloit Club found a new owner, new attitude and new life to become
the template for private club success By Dennis McCann

go away. But in its place is the Beloit Club,
boasting a new three-story, 24,000-squarefoot English Tudor clubhouse, swimming
pools, a thoroughly renovated golf course,
some 400 members and hopes for 100 more
in the next year. The club’s banquet space
was booked for more than 30 weddings as
2017 began, and the Beloit Club was about
to open an indoor golf facility, stocked with
simulators, high-tech training equipment

and practice putting green, in a now bustling
again former factory turned office space
along the river.
Little wonder that when Golf Inc. magazine made its first awards for golf facilities
that have turned around desperate times,
the Beloit Club was recognized as Most Improved Private Club of the Year.
“It’s a fun time and an unusual time for a
club to be going through a renaissance,” said
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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Instefjord, who worked at Whistling Straits
and Erin Hills and a course in Arizona before returning to become the Beloit Club’s
general manager.
The catalyst for such a dramatic turnabout
was multi-billionaire Diane Hendricks, owner of Beloit’s largest employer, ABC Supply
Co., and a host of other companies including
Hendricks Commercial Properties. Through
the years Hendricks and her late husband,
Ken, had been major benefactors in Beloit,
supporting economic development projects
and civic improvements such as a revitalized
Riverside Park. In 2012 the former Henry
Avenue bridge was renamed to the Ken
Hendricks Memorial Bridge in his honor.
So when country club members approached
Diane Hendricks for help in 2014, it was not
a hard sell.
Hendricks did not buy the club outright
in order to make money, Instefjord said, but
because she believed a healthy club was critical to luring young professionals and executives to Beloit companies, including her own.
It was, she told the Beloit Daily News at the
42
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time, “a quality of life issue.” But the change
in ownership and name were just the beginning. Hendricks invested some $15 million
in the new clubhouse and its many modern amenities, which included bocce ball,
bag toss and FootGolf to appeal to younger
members. While there is a more formal dining room, the emphasis in the pub is far more
casual. Jeans are welcome anywhere on the
property, including on the golf course except
in peak summer season.
“We were really trying to change the perception of what a country club should be,”
said Instefjord. “It should be what people in

Renovations to the golf course included larger, contoured bunkers, like these on the 17th hole. LEFT: Kent Instefjord.

general are looking for – real casual. Just that
neighborhood feel.”
The golf course, which dates to 1909, got
a re-do as well. It had become dated and
even boring, with bunkers so worn players
could simply putt out of them. No longer.
The club hired Oliphant Golf of Madison,
Wisconsin to build new larger and contoured bunkers that Instefjord said changed
the entire look of the golf course. New tees
were built, hundreds of trees were removed

and almost 200 yards of length was added.
Fescue grass areas will be added in the future that will further add to the course appearance. The club also hired a new director
of instruction; including Instefjord, whose
duties keep him too busy to offer lessons,
the Beloit Club has four PGA professionals
on staff. The indoor facility, which is called
the Beloit Club Golf Lab, will be one of just
eight in the Midwest affiliated with Golf
Channel Academy.
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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Christmas Mountain Village™
Etched into the rolling hills of Wisconsin Dells, Christmas Mountain Village
welcomes the public to a golf experience rated four-star by Golf Digest:
Challenging 18-Hole Championship Course • Family-Friendly 9-Hole Course
Full-Service Pro Shop • Practice Facilities • Lessons • Club Rentals
Clubhouse with Restaurant & Bar

Call 608.254.3971 to book your tee times.
christmasmountainvillage.com | Find Us on Facebook

Elegance abounds in the new three-story, 24,000-square-foot clubhouse.
Noting the number of offices for tech
companies and other new employers near
the new indoor facility in the former Beloit
Ironworks factory, he said, the club expects
it will be a popular after-work spot for people
who might want to play Pebble Beach on a
simulator while socializing with friends over
food and drink.
“We feel we’ll be busy there year-round,”
Instefjord said. “It’s pretty exciting. It’s the
whole city (doing well). It’s great to be a part
of it.”
The dramatic jump in membership suggests the changes were well received. While
many new members were Beloit residents,
others were drawn from areas like the northern suburbs of Rockford, Illinois.
The club offers three golf packages, including two with unlimited play and a
15-round package that has proved very popular. Beloit Club is now working on selling
national memberships, perhaps to Chicago
44
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residents who do business in Beloit or who
view it as a handy getaway destination. Still,
Instefjord said the course is seldom crowded
and tee times are not required.
In his dreams, Instefjord can imagine another, separate facility for weddings and other
events to avoid congestion in the clubhouse.
He can also envision lodging on site, though
that would require additional property. But
the transformation from the struggling
Country Club of Beloit to the vibrant new
Beloit Club is head-turning enough for now.
“It’s a lot like Kohler,” he said, referring to
Wisconsin’s best-known golf resort, “only it’s
moving a lot faster. It is certainly a different
type of facility but the quality is there, and
then to win a national award? To me the
story is about the whole transformation of
Beloit, and we’re part of that.”

VOTED
GOLF DIGEST’S

“BEST PLACES
TO PLAY”
����

Please visit www.beloitclub.com for more
information.
©2015 Bluegreen Vacations Unlimited, Inc. All rights reserved. CMV.04.15.28 05/15

Come for the golf.
Stay for the evening.

Rules of the Game

‘Open’ & Shut: A Few Cases
that Could Arise at Erin Hills?

D

uring the week of June 12 – 18, 2017,
the U.S. Open will be played for the
first time in Wisconsin, with Erin
Hills proudly hosting our national championship. While unexpected incidents can
always arise, let’s look at a few Rules of Golf
situations that may come up this summer:

Situation 1: On the 17th hole a player pulls
his tee shot into the unmowed fescue rough.
A marshal finds his ball, but the player cannot readily tell if the ball is his. Which procedure may he follow to identify the ball (and
thereby avoid a two-stroke penalty for playing a wrong ball)?

A: Without telling anyone, mark the position

Site of the 2017 U.S. Open Championship®.
Walking only.
Created by glaciers. Revealed through golf.
Cottages. Rooms. Suites.
Prime Steaks. Fresh Fish. Old and New World Wines. Mac & Cheese.

866-772-4769

•

Erin, Wisconsin

•

www.erinhills.com

he took too much sand with his second shot,
he remains in the fairway bunker and takes
several practice swings there, touching the
sand each time. What is the ruling?

A: There is no penalty.
B: There is no penalty, provided that he took
the practice swings with a significantly
different club than he expects to use from
the greenside bunker.

C: He incurs two penalty strokes for testing
the condition of a bunker that is similar to
the one in which his ball lies.
			

Answer: A

Situation 3: On the 12th hole, a player misses

of, lift and replace the ball; he may clean
the ball only to the extent necessary to
identify it.

the fairway to the right and leaves him with
a blind approach shot over a hill. How may
his caddie indicate the line of play for him?

B: After informing his fellow-competitor

A: The caddie may place a towel at the top

that he is going to lift the ball, mark the
position of, lift and replace the ball; he
may clean the ball only to the extent necessary to identify it.

C: After informing his fellow-competitor
that he is going to lift the ball, mark the
position of, lift and replace the ball; he
may not clean the ball at all.
			

Named 8th Best Public Course in the United States by Golf Digest.

By John Morrissett

Answer: B

Situation 2: On the fourth hole, a player’s tee
shot finds the right fairway bunker. His approach shot comes up short and finishes in
the front greenside bunker. Frustrated that

of the hill and leave it there during the
stroke.

B: The caddie may stand on the line at the
top of the hill on the line of play and remain there during the stroke.

C: The caddie may stand at the top of the hill
on the line of play, provided he moves off
the line before the player plays.
			

Answer: C

John Morrissett, Competitions Director at
Erin Hills and former Director of Rules of Golf
for the USGA, offers answers to the game’s
great rules mysteries.
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM

47

Travel Tips

Travel Tips
important things … like having fun!”
Kauflin said. “I take care of making all
of the golf course tee times, lodging
reservations, and will set up transportation
if needed.”
Whether you’re interested in a quiet,
couples’ retreat, or a 40-person trip playing
around the state, Wisconsin Golf Trips can
do all of the work for you.
But the benefits go beyond just making
the players’ lives easier, Kauflin said. The
clubs benefit, too.
“One of my favorite parts of the business
is getting to know the general managers,
pros, and staff at each course that I work
with. I make their jobs as easy as possible,
and that effort is reflected in how my groups
are treated.”

Tour groups who have worked with
Kauflin have some great remarks and stories
to tell. He also works with many private clubs
in Wisconsin to get his groups access to those
courses. Wisconsin Golf Trips books groups
to warm-weather destinations during the
off-season, including Nevada and Arizona.
Wisconsin Golf Trips is the first tour
operator of its kind in the Badger State. A golf
tour operator acts as your private concierge
for golf. The main goal of WGT is to provide
custom stay & play packages for groups
traveling to or within Wisconsin, and at very
little cost to you and your group.
Visit WisconsinGolfTrips.com
or call Jason at 414-499-8607
for more information.

Custom Stay & Play Packages

Planning a golf trip to Wisconsin?
The Pros can make it easier

• Erin Hills • Whistling Straits
• Blackwolf Run • Sand Valley
…and many more

Hiring a travel planner takes the bite out of booking your trip

G

olfers from all over the country, as well
as Wisconsin, are drawn to the unique
golf experiences available in the Badger
State — the prestige of Kohler, the recent
anticipation of Sand Valley or the excitement of playing the 2017 U.S. Open course at
Erin Hills. However, making tee times, hotel
reservations, and transportation decisions
for your group can be more difficult than
sinking a 40-foot, side-hill putt.
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Enter Jason Kauflin.
Kauflin and his business, Wisconsin Golf
Trips, can step in to make your next golf trip
more fun and less frustrating. He has been
organizing golf trips for more than 15 years
and uses his experience to provide you with
a custom golf trip — made to order just for
you and your group.
“My goal is to handle every aspect of
the group’s trip so they can focus on more

Let me be your guide in the Badger State
Jason Kauflin, Owner

www.wisconsingolftrips.com
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MICHIGAN
FEATURED COURSES

Pilgrim’s Run Golf Club
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A Signature

Experience

The Inn at Bay Harbor and Bay Harbor
Golf Club up the ante on great golf getaways
By Don Shell

BAY HARBOR, Michigan — It was on the
fifth hole on the Quarry Nine, the most celebrated of the three sets at the stunning Bay
Harbor Golf Club, when the twosome ahead
offered to let me play through.
But on this perfectly sunny summer Sunday afternoon, with no place to go and no
place I’d rather be, I opted instead for a little
friendly conversation with the two very wellheeled players in the cart next to me. They
were members of the club, and residents of
the luxurious Bay Harbor development, a
gleaming Pleasantville on the shores and
cliffs above Lake Michigan’s Little Traverse
Bay, a sliver of paradise near the vacation
hotspots of Petoskey and Harbor Springs.
“You really should buy a place here,” one
of them told me. “Every day is like Saturday.”
With home prices in the seven figures at
Bay Harbor, ownership wasn’t looking likely
for me. (Maybe next year.) But I was staying at the spectacular Inn at Bay Harbor,
now part of Marriott’s Autograph Collection
of vacation properties, which reminded of
something Walter Hagen once said:
“I don’t want to be a millionaire — just
live like one.”
The Haig, who roamed these Northern
Michigan shores and even lived out his final
days in nearby Traverse City, was one of golf ’s
first playboys and lived as large as he played.
It’s safe to say the Haig would’ve loved Bay
Harbor.
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LAP OF LUXURY
You see, Bay Harbor Golf Club and the Inn at
Bay Harbor, two of the shiniest jewels in the
Boyne Resorts crown, have a way of making
anyone feel like a million bucks.
Owned by Boyne Resorts, The Inn at
Bay Harbor is situated on the shore of Lake
Michigan’s Little Traverse Bay. The Inn offers 123 guest rooms, including one-, twoand three-bedroom suites, as well as dining,
spa and beach amenities. It also underwent
a $2 million renovation recently, as it joined

PREVIOUS SPREAD: The Inn at Bay Harbor’s back lawn drops right into Little Traverse Bay. ABOVE: Bay Harbor Golf
Club’s Links nine offers unbeatable views of the bay and the town below. LEFT: The Inn at Bay Harbor’s classical
architecture harkens back to a time gone by.
Marriott’s exclusive Autograph Collection
Hotels brand, one of just 100 in the world.
It doesn’t take long to see why. Nestled
among Bay Harbor’s multi-million-dollar
homes and elegant shopping district, just
outside the town of Petoskey, the Inn at
Bay Harbor rises above the shore like a
postcard come to life, a red-roofed, whitewooden throwback to a time of carriages and
classical hotels. But unlike its counterparts,
The Inn seamlessly blends the classical with
the contemporary, comfort with modern
convenience.
From the moment you enter the French
doors of the front entrance, greeted by the
Inn’s personable, knowledgeable concierge
staff, the upgrades are readily apparent.

The lobby gleams with fresh marble floors,
above which hangs a spectacular, Germanmade Schonbek chandelier, featuring more
than 34,000 gem-cut crystals and nearly 200
lights. But Bay Harbor’s opulence isn’t without elegance, and the Inn’s warm ambiance
shines from the start. Just off the lobby, the
Inn offers intimate alcoves perfect for cocktails or conversation.
The Inn’s upgrades also included the first
phase of room renovations, with more expected this year, and helped usher in a new
level of excellence at the resort. Bay Harbor
became just the fifth Autograph Collection
hotel in the Midwest last year, joining the
Hotel Chicago, The Henry in Dearborn,
Michigan, and two in Ohio. Launched in
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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2010, Marriott’s Autograph Collection Hotels
is made up of independently exquisite resorts
around the globe, from Dubai to Dearborn
and plenty in between.
But here, sitting in an Adirondack on my
walkout porch, overlooking the perfectly
manicured lawn right up to the water’s edge,
transfixed by the bay’s lapping waves, there
isn’t anywhere in the world I’d rather be. If
I’m feeling especially motivated later I may
traverse across the lawn to lounge in one of
the Inn’s hammocks situated shoreside, but
the breeze off the bay feels just fine from here.

MUCH MORE THAN GOLF
I’d planned on a long weekend packed to the
gills with golf, as the Inn is adjacent to the
Top 100-ranked Bay Harbor Golf Club, stellar
Crooked Tree Golf Club, and close to Boyne
Highlands’ four excellent offerings. But then I
flung open the door to my master suite at the
Inn — one of the recently renovated rooms
there — and suddenly going anywhere else
voluntarily seemed positively preposterous.

ABOVE: The Vintage Chophouse is a locally sourced
steakhouse that’s perfect for all palates. RIGHT: The
renovated Crooked Tree Golf Club runs along the bluff
above Bay Harbor.
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BOLD, BEAUTIFUL GOLF

The Inn at Bay Harbor might make you not want to leave, but the golf in the area is equally
tantalizing. Here’s a look at the offerings:

Bay Harbor Golf Club

Architect: Arthur Hills
27 holes, Quarry, Links and Preserve nines
www.bayharborgolf.com
Entering its 21st season, Bay Harbor is hot off being
named one of the Top 100 Courses You Can Play by GOLF
Magazine. The Preserve nine is quintessential Northern
Michigan golf, while the Links nine skirts the bluff high
above Little Traverse Bay, and the acclaimed Quarry nine
runs down and around the old limestone quarry where
much of Bay Harbor now sits. Stunning.

Crooked Tree Golf Club
Architect: Arthur Hills
www.boyne.com

Perched high on the hill overlooking the town of Bay
Harbor, Crooked Tree Golf Club underwent a major renovation in 2014 by Arthur Hills. The result is a fantastic
finishing stretch that’ll leave you hungry for more.

Boyne Highlands

www.boyne.com
Nearby Harbor Springs offers four terrific tracks to
choose from, and from some well-known names.

The Hills Course
Architect: Arthur Hills
Can’t get enough Art? You’ve come to the right place!
The Hills Course is one of the esteemed architect’s very
best, and capitalizes on some truly impressive terrain.

The Heather

Architect: Robert Trent Jones Sr.
The Heather is one of Northern Michigan’s most underrated gems, The Heather was designed in 1966 as the
first Boyne course, and has stood the test of time with
truly classic design.

The Donald Ross Memorial

Architect: 18 Donald Ross-inspired replica holes
The Ross Memorial is a tribute to one of golf’s greatest
architects, and here you’ll find 18 of his best designs
together in one dynamic course. As an added bonus, you
can also get around on a GolfBoard on the Ross (see Golf
Tech Talk, page 112).

The Moor

Architect: Bill Newcomb
The Moor was the second course built at Boyne, in 1974,
and plays host to several Northern Michigan tournaments. Considered by some the most challenging of
Boyne’s courses.

Little Traverse Bay Golf Club
Architect: Keith Gorney
www.ltbaygolf.com

One of Northern Michigan’s hidden gems, Little Traverse
Bay Golf Club is a 5-iron from Boyne Highlands and sits at
the highest point in Emmet County. That elevation is on
full display throughout the course, with a 200-foot drop
on the opening hole alone.

The Heather

58

WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM

TOP: The Inn at Bay Harbor is full of family-friendly fun, too. BOTTOM: The $2 million renovation last year made the
suites sweeter and the lobby a bit more lavish.
With a kitchenette, fireplace, living room and
bedroom, patio overlooking the bay, and finely appointed furnishings straight from House
Beautiful, it’s clear the Inn at Bay Harbor
deeply deserves its perch among the world’s
very best.
So, instead of birdies, I opted for cool
lake breezes, and eventually motivated myself enough for a brief dip in the pool. Dinner soon beckoned, and reservations at the
Inn’s new Vintage Chophouse wouldn’t wait.
Like the rest of the resort, Vintage offers intimate excellence, with a traditional American
steakhouse-style menu fit for virtually every
palate. My farm-raised chicken dish was delectable and locally sourced, just like much
of the farm-to-table inspired menu. Vintage
is one of three dining options on premises,
along with the sumptuous Sagamore Room
for breakfast by the bay, and the Inn Café for
casual in-between fare. There’s also a Cabana

Bar by the pool, of course, and an Afternoon
Tea for those looking for a simpler take on
the traditional British respite, giving you a
chance to mix and mingle with your fellow
hotel guests.
And for the ultimate in mind/body rejuvenation, the Inn is also home to a soul-soothing Spa, named one of America’s 100 best by
Conde Nast Traveler. From couples’ Swedish
massage, to facials, manis, pedis and seasonal
offerings, the Inn’s spa is the place to restore
your spirit.
Of course, the resort itself does a fine job
of that on its own. With a multi-million renovation and a lofty new accolade, it’s safe to
say the Inn has been renewed and rewarded
all at once.
We certainly know the feeling.
For more information about the Inn at Bay
Harbor, visit www.innatbayharbor.com.
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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Shanty Creek’s The Legend Course

Farewell to the

KING
Arnold Palmer’s Legacy Lives On
in His Midwest Course Designs

H

e was a man so much larger than life, a man full
of class and charisma, a gifted athlete, a successful
businessman, a deeply devoted husband, father,
grandfather and friend. He won 62 PGA Tour events and
seven Major titles, and playing at the dawn of the television
age, the charismatic, down-to-earth superstar helped create
soaring popularity in the game he loved.
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Indeed, there is little doubt golf is what it
is today because of Arnold Palmer, the man
we called The King.
Though we sadly said farewell last fall,
when he died at the age of 87, Palmer’s enormous legacy in golf lives on. For those of us
in the Great Lakes region, his legacy literally
lives on in the dozens of incredible course
designs in the places we call home. Here’s a
brief look at some of his best in the Midwest:
* denotes private course.

WISCONSIN
The Bog
SAUKVILLE

www.golfthebog.com

Geneva National Golf Club
LAKE GENEVA
www.genevanationalresort.com

MICHIGAN
Coyote Preserve Golf Club
FENTON

www.coyotepreserve.com

Northville Hills Golf Club
NORTHVILLE

www.northvillehillsgolfclub.com

Ravines Golf Club
SAUGATUCK

www.ravinesgolfclub.com

ABOVE: The Bog in Saukville, Wisconsin.
BELOW: Wisconsin’s Geneva National is one of
Palmer’s most heralded designs.
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The Legend at Shanty Creek Resort
BELLAIRE

www.shantycreek.com

Manitou Passage Golf Club
CEDAR

www.manitoupassagegolfclub.com

MINNESOTA
Deacon’s Lodge Golf Course
at Breezy Pointe Resort
BRAINERD
www.breezypointresort.com

Royal Golf Club
LAKE ELMO

www.royalgolfclubmn.com

ILLINOIS
The Den at Fox Creek Golf Club
BLOOMINGTON
www.cityblm.org

Spencer T. Olin Community Golf
Course
ALTON
www.spencertolingolf.com

Hawthorn Woods Country Club*
LAKE ZURICH
www.hwccgolf.com

White Eagle Golf Club*
NAPERVILLE
www.whiteeaglegc.com

ABOVE: Palmer’s regal Ravines Golf Club in Saugatuck,
Michigan. FAR RIGHT: Manitou Passage in Northern
Michigan. RIGHT: The King at his last signature design,
Royal Golf Club in Minnesota.
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MIDWEST SELECT COURSES
Black Hawk Run Golf Club (P)

Bucks Run Golf Club (P)

Coyote Crossing Golf Course (P)

Ackerman Hills (P)

Black Sheep Golf Club (PV)

Buena Vista Golf Course (P)

Coyote Run Golf Course (P)

Fontana, WI, 262-275-6111, www.abbeysprings.com
West Lafayette, IN, 765-494-3139, www.purduegolf.com

A-Ga-Ming Golf Resort (R)

Kewadin, MI, 800-678-0122, www.a-ga-ming.com

Aldeen Golf Club (P)

Rockford, 815-282-4653, www.aldeengolfclub.com

Anetsburger Golf Course (P)

Northbrook, 847-291-2971, www.anetsbergergolf.com

Angels Crossing Golf Club (P)

Vicksburg, MI, 269-649-2700, www.golfangelscrossing.com

Annbriar Golf Course (P)

Waterloo, 888-939-5191, www.annbriar.com

Antioch Golf Club (P)

Antioch, 847-395-3004, www.antiochgolfclub.com

Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course (P)

Apple River, 815-492-2477, www.applecanyonlake.org

Stockton, 815-947-3011, www.blackhawkrun.com
Sugar Grove, 630-879-2000, www.blacksheepgolfclub.com

Blackberry Oaks Golf Course (P)

Bristol, 630-553-7170, www.blackberryoaks.com

Blackberry Patch Golf Club (P)

Coldwater, MI, 517-238-8686, www.blackberrypatchgolf.com

Blackstone Golf Club (P)

Marengo, 815-923-1800, www.blackstonegc.com

Blackthorn Golf Club

South Bend, IN, 574-232-4653, www.blackthorngolf.com

Bliss Creek Golf Course (P)

Sugar Grove, 630-466-4177, www.blisscreekgolf.com

Bloomingdale Golf Club (P)

Bloomingdale, 630-529-6232, www.bloomingdalegc.com

BlueTop Ridge at Riverside (P)

Bartlett, 630-540-4807, www.bartlettparks.org/facilities/golf

Riverside, IA, 877-677-3456, www.riversidecasinoandresort.com
Bob-O-Link Golf Club (PV)
Highland Park, 847-432-0917, www.bobolinkgolfcourse.com

Buffalo Grove, 847-913-1112, www.arboretumgolf.com

Saukville, WI, 262-284-7075, www.golfthebog.com

Apple Orchard Golf Course (P)
The Arboretum Club (P)

Arlington Lakes Golf Club (P)

Arlington Heights, 847-577-3030, www.ahpd.org/algc

Arrowhead Golf Club (P)

Wheaton, 630-653-5800, www.arrowheadgolfclub.org

Aspen Ridge Golf Course (P)

Bourbonnais, 815-939-1742, www.aspenridgegolf.com

Atwood Homestead Golf Course (P)

Rockford, 815-623-2411, www.wcfpd.org/golf

Aurora Country Club (PV)

Aurora, 630-892-3785, www.auroracc.com

Balmoral Woods Country Club (P)

Crete, 708-672-7448, www.balmoralwoods.com

Barrington Hills Country Club (PV)

Barrington, 847-381-4200, www.barringtonhillscc.com

Barrington Park District (P)

Barrington, 847-381-0687, www.barringtonparkdistrict.org

Barker Lake Golf Course Legend (P)

Winter, WI, 715-266-4152, www.haywardlakes.com/barkerlake

Bartlett Hills Golf Club (P)

Bartlett, 630-837-2741, www.bartletthills.com

Battle Ground Golf Club (P)

Battle Ground, IN, 765-567-2178, www.golfbattleground.com

Bay Harbor Golf Club (P)

Bay Harbor, MI, 866-548-7427, www.boynegolf.com

Bear Slide Golf Club (P)

Cicero, IN, 317-984-3837, www.bearslide.com

Bedford Valley Golf Course (R)

Battle Creek, MI, 269-965-3385, www.gulllakeview.com

Beeches Golf Club (P)

South Haven, MI, 269-637-2600, www.beechesgolfclub.com

Berrien Hills Golf Club (P)

Benton Harbor, MI, 269-925-9002, www.berrienhills.com

Beverly Country Club (PV)

Chicago, 708-636-8700, www.beverlycc.org

Big Fish Golf Club (P)

Hayward, WI , 715-934-4770, www.bigfishgolf.com

Big Run Golf Club (P)

Lockport, 815-838-1057, www.bigrungolf.com

Billy Caldwell Golf Course (P)

Chicago, 773-792-1930, www.forestpreservegolf.com

Biltmore Country Club (PV)

Barrington, 847-381-1960, www.biltmore-cc.com

Binder Park Golf Course (P)

Battle Creek, MI, 269-979-8250, www.binderparkgolf.com

Birck Boilermaker Golf Complex (P)

West Lafayette, IN, 765-494-3139, www.purduegolf.com

Bittersweet Golf Club (P)

Gurnee, 847-855-9031, www.bittersweetgolf.com

Black Forest at Wilderness Valley (R)

Gaylord, MI, 866-585-7090, www.blackforestgolf.com
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Abbey Springs Golf Course (R)

WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM

The Bog (P)

Bolingbrook Golf Club (P)

Bolingbrook, 630-771-9400, www.bolingbrookgolfclub.com

Bon Vivant (P)

Bourbonnais, 815-935-0400, www.bonvivant.com

Bonnie Brook Golf Course (P)

Waukegan, 847-360-4730, www.waukegangolf.org

Bonnie Dundee Golf Club (P)

Carpentersville, 847-426-5511, www.bonniedundeegc.com

Boone Creek Golf Club (P)

McHenry, 815-455-6900, www.boonecreekgolf.com

Boughton Ridge Golf Course (P)

Bolingbrook, 630-739-4100, www.bolingbrookparks.org

Boulder Ridge Country Club (PV)

Lake In The Hills, 847-854-3010, www.boulderridge.com

The Bourne Golf Course (P)
Marseilles, 815-496-2301

Bowes Creek Country Club (P)

Elgin, 847-214-5880, www.bowescreekcc.com

Boyne Highlands Resort (P)

Harbor Springs, MI, 866-548-7427, www.boynegolf.com

Boyne Mountain Resort (P)

Boyne City, MI, 866-548-7427, www.boynegolf.com

Brae Loch Golf Course (P)

Grayslake, 847-968-3444, www.lcfpd.org/brae_loch

Braidwood Fairways (P)
Braidwood, 815-458-2965

The Brassie (P)

Chesterton, IN, 219-921-1192, www.thebrassie.com

Briar Leaf Golf Club (PV)

LaPorte, IN, 219-326-1992, www.briarleaf.com

Briar Ridge Country Club (PV)

Schererville, IN, 219-322-3660, www.briarridgecc.com

Briarwood Country Club (PV)

Deerfield, 847-945-2660, www.briarwoodcc.com

Brickyard Crossing (P)

Indianapolis, IN, 317-492-6572, www.brickyardcrossing.com

Bridges Golf Course (P)

Madison, WI, 608-244-1822, www.golfthebridges.com

Bridges of Poplar Creek Country Club (P)

Hoffman Estates, 847-781-3681, www.bridgesofpoplarcreek.com

Bristol Oaks Country Club (P)

Bristol, WI , 262-857-2302, www.bristoloaks.com

Broken Arrow Golf Club (P)

Lockport, 815-836-8858, www.golfbrokenarrow.com

Brown Deer Park Golf Course (P)

Milwaukee, WI, 414-352-8080, www.browndeergolfclub.org

Bryn Mawr Country Club (PV)

Lincolnwood, 847-676-2660, www.brynmawrcountryclub.com

Buck’s Barn Golf Resort (P)

Thomson, 815-259-8278, www.bucksbarngolfresort.com

Mt. Pleasant, MI, 989-773-6830, www.bucksrun.com
DeKalb, 815-758-4812, www.buenavistagc.com

Buffalo Grove Golf Club (P)

Buffalo Grove, 847-537-5819, www.buffalogrovegolf.com

The Bull at Pinehurst Farms (P)

Sheboygan Falls, WI , 920-467-1500, www.golfthebull.com

Bull Valley Golf Club (PV)

Woodstock, 815-337-4411, www.bullvalleygolfclub.com

Burnham Woods Golf Course (P)

Burnham, 708-862-9043, www.forestpreservegolf.com

Butler National Golf Club (PV)

Oak Brook, 630-990-3333, www.butlernational.org

Butterfield Country Club (PV)

Oak Brook, 630-323-1000, www.butterfieldcc.org

Calumet Country Club (PV)

Homewood, 708-799-2230, www.calumetcc.com

Cantigny Golf (P)

Wheaton, 630-668-8463, www.cantignygolf.com

Cantigny Youth Links (P)

Wheaton, 630-668-8270, www.cantignygolf.com/youthlinks

Cardinal Creek Golf Course (P)

Beecher, 708-946-2800, www.cardinalcreekgolf.com

Carriage Greens Country Club (P)

Darien, 630-985-3730, www.carriagegreens.com

Cary Country Club (P)

Cary, 847-639-3161, www.carycountryclub.com

The Castle Course at Northern Bay (R)

Arkdale, WI, 608-339-9891, www.www.castleatthebay.com

Cedardell Golf Club (P)
Plano, 630-552-3242

Centennial Park Golf Course (P)

Munster, IN, 219-836-6931, www.munster.org

Chalet Hills Golf Club (P)

Cary, 847-639-0666, www.chaletgolf.com

Chapel Hill Country Club (P)

McHenry, 815-385-3337, www.chapelhillgolf.com

Chesapeake Run Golf Club (P)

North Judson, IN, 574-896-2424, www.chesapeakerungolf.com

Chicago Golf Club (PV)
Wheaton, 630-665-2988

Chicago Highlands (PV)

Westchester, 630-214-9490, www.chicagohighlands.com

Chicago Hts Park District Golf Course East (P)
Chicago Hts, 708-754-3673, www.chparkdistrict.net

Chicago Hts Park District Golf Course West (P)
Chicago Hts, 708-754-1400, www.chparkdistrict.net

Chick Evans Golf Course (P)

Morton Grove, 847-965-5353, www.forestpreservegolf.com

The Chief Golf Course (P)

Bellaire, MI, 231-533-9000, www.golfthechief.com

Christmas Mountain Village (R)

Wisconsin Dells, WI , 608-254-3971, christmasmountainvillage.com

Cinder Ridge Golf Course (P)

Wilmington, 815-476-4000, www.cinderridge.com

Coachman’s Golf Resort (R)

Edgerton, WI, 608-884-8484, www.coachmans.com

Cog Hill Golf & Country Club (P)

Lemont, 630-257-5872, www.coghillgolf.com

Columbus Park Golf Course (P)

Chicago, 312-746-5573, www.cpdgolf.com/courses/columbus-park

Conway Farms Golf Club (PV)

Lake Forest, 847-234-6979, www.conwayfarmsgolfclub.org

Country Lakes Country Club (P)

Naperville, 630-420-1060, www.countrylakescountryclub.com

Countryside Golf Course (P)

Mundelein, 847-968-3466, www.lcfpd.org/countryside

The Course at Aberdeen (P)

Valparaiso, IN , 219-462-5050, www.golfataberdeen.com

Coyote Creek Golf Club (P)

Bartonville, 309-633-0911, www.golfcoyotecreek.com

West Lafayette, IN, 765-497-1061, www.coyotecrossinggolf.com
Flossmoor, 708-957-8700, www.coyoterungolf.com

Crab Orchard Golf Club (P)

Carterville, 618-985-2321, www.craborchardgolfclub.com

Craig Woods Golf Course (P)

Woodstock, 815-337-3116, www.crystalwoodsgc.com

Crane’s Landing Golf Club (R)

Lincolnshire, 847-634-5935, www.craneslandinggolf.com

Cress Creek Country Club (PV)

Naperville, 630-355-7300, www.cresscreekcc.com

Crestview Golf Course (P)

Kalamazoo, MI, 269-349-1111, www.crestviewgolfcourse.com

The Crown Golf Club (P)

Traverse City, MI, 231-946-2975, www.golfthecrown.com

Crystal Highlands Golf Facility (P)
Lake In The Hills, 847-659-1766

Crystal Lake Country Club (PV)

Crystal Lake, 815-459-1237, www.clcountryclub.com

Crystal Tree Golf & Country Club (PV)

Orland Park, 708-403-3000, www.crystaltreecc.org

Crystal Woods Golf Club (P)

Woodstock, 815-338-3111, www.crystalwoodsgc.com

Dayton Ridge Golf Club (P)
Ottawa, 815-434-0145

Deer Creek Golf Club (P)

University Park, 708-672-6667, www.deercreekgolfcourse.com

Deer Valley Country Club (P)
Deer Grove, 815-438-4653

Deer Valley Golf Course (P)
Big Rock, 630-556-3333

TPC Deere Run (SP)

Silvis, 309-796-6000, www.tpc.com/deererun

Deerfield Golf Club (P)

Riverwoods, 847-945-8333, www.deerfieldgolf.org

Deerpath Golf Course (P)

Lake Forest, 847-615-4290, www.deerpathgolfcourse.com

The Den at Fox Creek (P)

Bloomington, 309-434-2300, www.thedengc.com

Devil’s Head Resort (R)

Merrimac, WI, 800-472-6670, www.devilsheadresort.com

Discover Kalamazoo

Kalamazoo, MI, 800-888-0509, www.discoverkalamazoo.com/golf

Douglas Park Learning Course & Mini Golf (P)
Chicago, 312-747-7670, www.cpdgolf.com

Downers Grove Golf Course (P)

Downers Grove, 630-963-1306, www.dgparks.org

Dunes Club (PV)

New Buffalo, MI, 269-469-5539

Eagle Brook Country Club (PV)

Geneva, 630-208-4653, www.eaglebrookclub.com

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa (R)

Galena, 800-892-2269, www.eagleridge.com

Eaglewood Resort & Spa (R)

Itasca, 877-285-6150, www.eaglewoodresort.com

Eastern Hills Golf Course (P)

Kalamazoo, MI, 369-385-8175, www.kalamazoogolf.org

Edgebrook Country Club (SP)

Sandwich, 815-786-3058, www.forestpreservegolf.com

Edgebrook Golf Course (P)

Chicago, 773-763-8320, www.forestpreservegolf.com

Edgewood Valley Country Club (PV)

La Grange, 708-246-2800, www.edgewoodvalleycc.com

Elgin Country Club (PV)

Elgin, 847-741-2707, www.elgincc.com

Elmbrook Golf Course (P)

Traverse City, MI, 231-946-9180, www.elmbrookgolf.com

Erin Hills (P)

Erin, WI, 262-670-8600, www.erinhills.com

Evanston Golf Club (PV)

Skokie, 847-676-0300, www.evanstongolfclub.org
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Golf Club of Coldwater (P)

High Point Golf Club (P)

Lacoma Golf Club (P)

Evergreen Park Country Club (P)

The Golf Club at Harbor Shores (R)

Highland Park Country Club (P)

Lafayette Golf Course (P)

Elkhorn, WI, 262-723-5722, www.evergreengolf.com
Evergreen Park, 773-238-6680

Exmoor Country Club (PV)

Highland Park, 847-432-3600, www.exmoorcountryclub.org

Family Golf Center Illinois (P)
Chicago, 312-616-1234

Flagg Creek Golf Course (P)

Countryside, 708-246-3336, www.flaggcreekgolfcourse.org

Flossmoor Country Club (PV)

Flossmoor, 708-798-4700, www.flossmoorcc.org

The Fort Golf Resort (R)

Indianapolis, IN, 317-543-9597, www.thefortgolfcourse.com

Foss Park Golf Course (P)

North Chicago, 847-689-7490, www.fossparkgolf.org

Coldwater, MI, 517-279-2100, www.golfclubofcoldwater.com
Benton Harbor, MI, 269-927-4653, www.harborshoreslife.com

The Golf Club of Illinois (P)

Algonquin, 847-658-4400, www.golfclubofil.com

The Golf Courses of Lawsonia (P)

Green Lake, WI , 800-529-4453, www.lawsonia.com

Golf Nation (PV)

Palatine, 847-202-4653, www.golfnation.us

Golf Vista Estates Golf Course (P)
Monee, 708-534-8204

Grand Geneva Resort & Spa (R)

Lake Geneva, WI, 800-558-3417, www.grandgeneva.com

Grand Traverse Resort and Spa (R)

Acme, MI, 800-236-1577, www.grandtraverseresort.com

Fountain Hills Golf Club (P)

Grayslake Park Golf Course (P)

Four Winds Golf Club (P)

Graystone Golf Links (P)

Alsip, 708-388-4653, www.fountainhillsgc.com
Mundelein, 847-566-8502

Fox Bend Golf Course (P)

Oswego, 630-554-3939, www.foxbendgolfcourse.com

Fox Lake Country Club (P)

Fox Lake, 847-587-6411, www.foxlakecc.net

Fox Run Golf Links (P)

Elk Grove Village, 847-228-3544, www.foxrungolflinks.com

Fox Valley Golf Club (P)

North Aurora, 630-879-1030, www.aurora-il.org

Foxford Hills Golf Club (P)

Cary, 847-639-0400, www.foxfordhillsgolfclub.com

Frankfort Square Park District Golf Course (P)

Frankfort, 815-469-1600, www.fspd.org/Square-Links-Golf-Course.asp

French Lick Resort (R)

French Lick, IN, 888-936-9360, www.frenchlick.com

Fresh Meadow Golf Club (P)

Hillside, 708-449-3434, www.freshmeadowgc.com

Fyre Lake National Golf Club (P)

Sherrard, 800-575-1394, www.fyrelakenational.com

Galena Golf Club (P)

Galena, 815-777-3599, www.galenagolf.webs.com

Gaylord Golf Mecca (P)

Gaylord, MI, 800-345-8621, www.gaylordgolfmecca.com

Geneva Golf Club (PV)

Geneva, 630-232-2055, www.genevagc.com

Geneva National Resort (R)

Lake Geneva, WI , 262-245-7000, www.genevanationalresort.com

George W. Dunne National Golf Course (P)

Oak Forest, 708-429-6886, www.forestpreservegolf.com/courses

The Glen Club (SP)

Glenview, 847-724-7272, www.theglenclub.com

Glen Flora Country Club (PV)

Waukegan, 847-244-6300, www.glenfloracc.com

Glen Oak Country Club (PV)

Glen Ellyn, 630-469-5600, www.glenoakcountryclub.org

Glen View Club (PV)

Golf, 847-729-6500, www.glenviewclub.com

Glencoe Golf Club (P)

Glencoe, 847-835-0250, www.glencoegolfclub.com

Glendale Lakes Golf Club (P)

Glendale Heights, 630-260-0018, www.glendalelakes.com

Glendarin Hills Golf Club (P)

Angola, IN, 260-624-3550, www.glendarinhills.com

Gleneagles Country Club (P)

Lemont, 630-257-5466, www.golfgleneagles.com

Glenview National 9 GC (P)

Glenview, 847-657-1637, www.golfglenview.com

Glenview Park Golf Club (P)

Glenview, 847-724-0250, www.golfglenview.com

Glenwoodie Golf Club (P)

Glenwood, 708-758-1212, www.glenwoodiegolf.com

Golf Center Des Plaines (P)

Des Plaines, 847-803-4653, www.dpparks.org/golfcenter/
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Evergreen Golf Club (P)
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Grayslake, 847-548-4713, www.glpd.com
Tinley Park, 708-720-6600

Great River Road Golf Club (P)

Nauvoo, 800-233-0060, www.golfnauvoo.com

Green Acres Country Club (PV)

Northbrook, 847-291-2200, www.greenacrescountryclub.com

Green Garden Country Club (P)

Frankfort, 815-469-3350, www.greengardencc.com

Green Meadows Golf Course (P)

Westmont, 630-810-5330, www.dupagegolf.com

Greenshire Golf Course (P)

Waukegan, 847-360-4777, www.waukegangolf.org

Greywalls (P)

Marquette, MI, 906-225-0721, www.marquettegolfclub.com

Griffith Golf Center (P)
Griffith, IN, 219-923-3223

The Grove (PV)

Long Grove, 847-550-0983, www.thegrovecc.com

Gull Lake View Golf Club & Resort (P)

Augusta, MI, 269-731-4149, www.gulllakeview.com

Hamilton County Golf Courses

Hamilton County, IN, 800-776-8687, www.8greattowns.com

Harborside International (P)

Chicago, 312-782-7837, www.harborsideinternational.com

Harrison Hills Golf & Country Club (P)

Attica, IN, 765-762-1135, www.harrisonhills.com

Harry Mussatto (WIU) (P)

Macomb, 309-298-3676, www.golf.wiu.edu

Harry Semrow Driving Range (P)

Des Plaines, 847-296-5764, www.forestpreservegolf.com/courses

Hawk’s Eye Golf Resort (R)

Bellaire, MI, 866-868-8181, www.golfbellaire.com

HawksHead Links (P)

South Haven, MI, 269-639-2121, www.hawksheadlinks.com

Hawk’s View Golf Club (P)

Lake Geneva, WI, 877-429-5788, www.hawksviewgolfclub.com

Hawthorn Woods Country Club (PV)

Hawthorn Woods, 847-847-3259, www.hwccgolf.com

Hayward Golf Club (P)

Hayward, WI, 877-377-4653, www.haywardgolf.com

Heather Ridge Golf Course (P)

Gurnee, 847-367-6010, www.heatherridgegolf.com

Heritage Bluffs Public Golf Club (P)

Channahon, 815-467-7888, www.heritagebluffs.com

Heritage Glen Golf Club (P)

Paw Paw, MI, 269-657-2552, www.heritageglengolf.com

Hickory Hills CC (P)

Hickory Hills, 708-598-5900, www.hickoryhillscntryclub.com

Hickory Knoll Golf Course (P)
Lake Villa, 847-356-8640

Hickory Point Golf Club (P)

Forsyth, 217-421-7444, www.decatur-parks.org/golf/index.php

Hickory Ridge Golf Course (P)

Galesburg, MI, 269-382-6212, www.golfhickoryridge.com

Essex, 815-365-4000, www.golfhighpoint.com
Highland Park, 847-433-9015, www.highlandparkcc.com

Highland Woods Golf Course (P)

Hoffman Estates, 847-359-5850, www.forestpreservegolf.com

The Highlands of Elgin (P)

Elgin, 847-931-5950, www.highlandsofelgin.com

Hilldale Golf Club (P)

Hoffman Estates, 847-310-1100, www.hilldalegolf.com

Hinsdale Golf Club (PV)

Clarendon Hills, 630-986-5330, www.hinsdalegolfclub.org

The House on the Rock Resort (R)

Spring Green, WI, 608-588-7000, www.thehouseontherock.com

Hughes Creek Golf Club (P)

Elburn, 630-365-9200, www.hughescreek.com

Hunter Country Club (P)
Richmond, 815-678-7940

Hunter’s Ridge Golf Course (P)

Princeton, 815-879-6531, www.huntersridgegc.com

Idlewild Country Club (PV)

Flossmoor, 708-798-0514, www.idlewildcc.net

Indian Boundary Golf Course (P)

Chicago, 773-625-9630, www.forestpreservegolf.com

Indian Hill Golf Club (PV)

Winnetka, 847-251-1711, www.indianhillclub.org

Indian Lakes Resort (R)

Bloomingdale, 630-529-6466, www.indianlakesresort.com

Indian Oaks Country Club (P)

Shabbona, 815-824-2202, www.indianoakscountryclub.com

Indian Ridge Country Club (P)

East Dubuque, 815-747-3874, www.lacomagolf.com
Lafayette, IN, 765-458-4588, www.lafayette.in.gov/golf

LaGrange Country Club (PV)

LaGrange, 708-352-0066, www.lagrangecc.org

Lake Barrington Shores Golf Club (PV)
Barrington, 847-382-4240, www.lbsgolf.com

Lake Bluff Golf Club (P)

Lake Bluff, 847-234-6771, www.lakebluffgolfclub.com

Lake Doster Golf Club (P)

Plainwell, MI, 269-685-5308, www.lakedostergolf.com

Lake Michigan Hills Golf Club (P)

Benton Harbor, MI, 269-849-4653, www.lakemichiganhills.com

Lake Park Golf Course (P)

Des Plaines, 847-391-5730, www.dpparks.org

Lake Shore Country Club (PV)

Glencoe, 847-835-3000, www.lakeshorecountryclub.com

Lake Zurich Golf Club (PV)
Lake Zurich, 847-438-2431

Lake Lawn Resort (R)

Delavan, WI, 262-725-9066, www.lakelawnresort.com

Lakemoor Golf Course (P)

Lakemoor, 815-759-0011, www.lakemoorgolfclub.com

Lakewoods Forest Ridges Golf Course

Cable, WI, 800-255-5937, www.lakewoodsresort.com

Lansing Country Club (PV)

Lansing, 708-474-1590, www.lanscc.com

The Leelanau Club at Bahle Farms (P)

Bingham, MI, 231-271-2020, www.leelanauclub.com

Indian Run Golf Club (P)

The Legend at Bergamont (PV)
Oregon, WI, 608-291-2400, wwwthelegendatbergamont.com
Leisure Village Golf Course (PV)

Innsbrook Country Club (PV)

Libertyville Golf Course (P)

Hobart, IN, 219-942-2577

Scotts, MI, 269-327-1327, www.irgolfclub.com
Merrillville, IN, 219-980-9060, www.innsbrookcc.com

Inverness Golf Club (PV)

Palatine, 847-359-0244, www.invernessgolfclub.org

Inwood Golf Course (P)

Joliet, 815-741-7265, www.inwoodgc.com

Ironwood Golf Course (P)

Normal, 309-454-9620, www.golfironwood.org

Island Hills Golf Club (P)

Centreville, MI, 269-467-7261, www.islandhillsgolf.com

Itasca Country Club (PV)

Itasca, 630-773-1800, www.itascacountryclub.com

Ivanhoe Club (PV)

Mundelein, 847-970-3800, www.ivanhoeclub.com

Jackson Park Golf Club (P)

Chicago, 773-667-0524, www.cpdgolf.com/courses/jackson-park

Joe Louis “The Champ” Golf Course (P)

Riverdale, 708-849-1731, www.forestpreservegolf.com/courses

Joliet Country Club (PV)

Joliet, 815-723-9613, www.jolietcountryclub.com

Kampen Course (P)

West Lafayette, IN, 765-494-3139, www.purduegolf.com

Kankakee Country Club (P)

Kankakee, 815-933-6615, www.kankakeecountryclub.com

Kankakee Elks Golf Club (P)

St. Anne, 815-937-9547, www.elksgolf627.com

Kemper Lakes Golf Course (PV)

Long Grove, 847-320-3450, www.kemperlakesgolf.com

Ken Loch Golf Links (P)
Lombard, 630-620-9665

Kishwaukee Country Club (PV)

DeKalb, 815-758-6849, www.kishwaukeecc.org

Klein Creek Golf Club (P)

Winfield, 630-690-0101, www.kleincreek.com

Knollwood Club (PV)

Lake Forest, 847-234-1600, www.knollwoodclub.org

Kokopelli Golf Club (PV)

Marion, 618-997-5656, www.kokopelligolf.com

Fox Lake, 847-587-6795, www.leisurevillagefoxlake.com

Libertyville, 847-362-5733, www.libertyville.com/golfcourse

Lick Creek Golf Course (P)
Pekin, 309-346-0077

Lincoln Oaks Golf Course (P)

Crete, 708-672-9401, www.lincolnoaksgolfcourse.com

Lincolnshire Country Club (PV)

Crete, 708-672-5090, www.lincolnshirecountryclub.com

Links & Tees Golf Facility (P)

Addison, 630-458-2660, www.addisonparks.org

The Links at Carillon (P)

Plainfield, 815-886-2132, www.carillongolf.com

The Links at Kokopelli (P)

Marion, 618-997-5656, www.KokopelliGolf.com

LochenHeath Golf Club (P)

Williamsburg, MI, 231-938-9800, www.lochenheath.com

Lockport Golf & Recreation Club (PV)
Lockport, 815-838-8692

Longwood Country Club (P)
Crete, 708-758-1811

The Loon Golf Resort (R)

Gaylord, MI, 989-732-4454, www.loongolfresort.com

Lost Dunes (PV)

Bridgman, MI, 269-465-9300, www.lostdunes.com

Lost Marsh of Hammond (P)

Hammond, IN, 219-932-4046, www.lostmarshgolf.com

Lost Nation Golf Club (P)

Dixon, 815-652-4212, www.lostnationgolf.com

Lynx Golf Course (P)

Otsego, MI, 888-586-5969, www.lynxgolfcourse.com

Makray Memorial Golf Club (P)

Barrington, 847-381-6500, www.makraygolf.com

Manistee National Golf & Resort (R)

Manistee, MI, 231-398-0123, www.manisteenational.com

Manitou Passage Golf Club (P)

Cedar, MI, 231-228-6000, www.manitoupassagegolfclub.com

Manteno Golf Course (P)

Manteno, 815-468-8827, www.mantenogolf.com
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Oak Meadows Golf Course (P)

Pottawatomie Golf Course (P)

Rockford Country Club (PV)

Maple Meadows Golf Club (P)

Oak Park Country Club (PV)

Prairie Bluff Public Golf Club (P)

Rolling Green Country Club (PV)

Augusta, MI, 269-731-4430

Wood Dale, 630-616-8424, www.dupagegolf.com

Marengo Ridge Golf Club (P)

Marengo, 815-923-2332, www.marengoridgegolfclub.com

Marquette Park Learning Center (P)

Chicago, 312-747-2761, www.cpdgolf.com/courses/marquette-park

Marywood Golf Club (P)

Battle Creek, MI, 269-968-1168, www.marywoodgolf.com

McArthur Golf Course (P)
East Chicago, IN, 219-391-8362

McHenry Country Club (PV)

McHenry, 815-385-3435, www.mchenrycc.net

Meadowlark Golf Course (P)

Hinsdale, 708-562-2977, www.forestpreservegolf.com

Meadows Golf Club (P)

Blue Island, 708-385-1994, www.meadowsgc.com

The Medalist Golf Club (P)

Marshall, MI, 269-789-4653, www.themedalist.com

Medinah Country Club (PV)

Medinah, 630-773-1700, www.medinahcc.org

The Merit Club (PV)

Libertyville, 847-918-8800, www.meritclub.org

Mid-Iron Golf Club (P)
Lemont, 630-257-3340

Midlane Golf Resort and Suites (R)

Wadsworth, 847-360-0550, www.midlaneresort.com

Midlothian Country Club (PV)

Midlothian, 708-371-2626, www.midlothiancc.org

Milham Park Golf Course (P)

Kalamazoo, MI, 269-344-7639, www.kalamazoogolf.org

Mill Creek Golf Club (P)

Geneva, 630-208-7272, www.millcreekgolfcourse.com

Minne Monesse Golf Club (SP)

Grant Park, 815-465-6653, www.minnemonesse.com

Mission Hills Country Club (PV)

Northbrook, 847-498-3200, www.missionhillsclub.com

Mistwood Golf Club (P)

Romeoville, 815-254-3333, www.mistwoodgc.com

Morningstar Golfers Club (P)

Waukesha, WI, 262-662-1600, www.golfthestar.com

Morris Country Club (PV)

Morris, 815-942-3628, www.morriscountryclub.com

Moss Creek Golf Club (P)

Winamac, 574-595-3142, www.golfmosscreek.com

Mt. Prospect Golf Club (P)

Mt. Prospect, 847-259-4200, www.mppd.org/facility/golf

Naperbrook Golf Course (P)

Plainfield, 630-378-4215, www.naperbrookgolfcourse.org

Naperville Country Club (PV)

Naperville, 630-355-0747, www.napervillecc.org

Nettle Creek Country Club (P)

Morris, 815-941-4300, www.nettlecreek.com

Nickol Knoll Golf Course (P)

Arlington Heights, 847-590-6050, www.ahpd.org/nkgc

Nippersink Country Club & Lodge (SP)

Genoa City, WI, 262-279-6311, www.nippersinkresort.com

North Shore Country Club (PV)

Glenview, 847-729-1200, www.north-shorecc.org

Northmoor Country Club (PV)

Highland Park, 847-432-6092, www.northmoor.org

Northwood Golf Club (P)

Rhinelander, WI, 715-282-6565, www.northwoodgolfclub.com

Oak Brook Golf Club (P)

Oak Brook, 630-368-6400, www.oak-brook.org

Oak Club of Genoa (P)

Genoa, 815-784-5678, www.oakclubgenoa.com

Oak Grove Golf Course (P)

Harvard, 815-648-2550, www.oakgrovegolfcourse.com

Oak Hills Country Club (SP)

Palos Heights, 708-448-5544, www.oakhills.com
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Maple Hills Golf Course (P)
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Addison, 630-595-0071, www.dupagegolf.com
Oak Park, 708-453-5554, www.oakparkcountryclub.com

Oak Springs Golf Course (P)
St. Anne, 815-937-1648

Oak Terrace Resort (P)

Pana, 800-577-7598, www.oakterraceresort.com

The Oaks Golf Course (P)

Cottage Grove, WI, 608-837-4774, www.golftheoaks.com

Odyssey Country Club (P)

Tinley Park, 708-429-7400, www.odysseycountryclub.com

Old Elm Club (PV)

Fort Sheridan, 847-432-6272, www.oldelmclub.com

Old Oak Country Club (P)

Homer Glen, 708-301-3344, www.oldoakcc.com

Old Orchard Country Club (P)

Mt. Prospect, 847-255-2025, www.oldorchardcc.com

Old Top Farm Golf Course (P)
Crystal Lake, 815-479-9361

Old Wayne Golf Course (PV)
West Chicago, 630-231-1350

Olde Mill Golf Club (P)

Schoolcraft, MI, 269-679-5625, www.oldemillgolfclub.com

Olympia Fields Country Club (PV)

Olympia Fields, 708-748-0495, www.ofcc.info

Onwentsia Club (PV)

Lake Forest, 847-234-0120, www.onwentsiaclub.com

Orchard Valley Golf Course (P)

Aurora, 630-907-0500, www.orchardvalleygolf.com

Otsego Club (R)

Gaylord, MI, 800-752-5510, www.otsegoclub.com

Otter Creek Golf Course (P)

Columbus, IN, 812-579-5227, www.ottercreekgolf.com

Palatine Hills Golf Course (P)

Palatine, 847-359-4020, www.palatinehills.org

Palmira Golf Club (P)

St. John, IN, 219-365-4331, www.palmiragolf.com

Palos Country Club (P)

Orland Park, 708-448-6063, www.paloscountryclub.com

Palos Hills Golf Club (P)

Palos Hills, 708-599-0202, www.paloshillsweb.org

Park Hills Golf Course (P)

Freeport, 815-235-3611, www.golfparkhills.com

Park Ridge Country Club (PV)

Park Ridge, 847-823-0410, www.parkridgecc.org

Peter Jans Golf Course (P)

Evanston, 847-475-9173, www.peterjansgolf.org

Pheasant Run Resort (R)

St. Charles, 630-584-4914, www.pheasantrun.com

Pheasant Valley Country Club (P)
Crown Point, IN , 219-663-5000

Phillips Park Golf Course (P)

Aurora, 630-256-3760, www.aurora-il.org/parksandrecreation

Pilgrim’s Run Golf Club (P)

Pierson, MI, 888-533-7742, www.pilgrimsrun.com

Pine Hills Golf Club (P)

Ottawa, 815-434-3985, www.pinehillsgc.com

Pine Lakes Golf Club(P)

Herrin, 618-942-6816, www.PineLakes18.com

Pine Meadow Golf Club (P)

Mundelein, 847-566-4653, www.pinemeadowgc.com

Pinecrest Golf & Country Club (P)

Huntley, 847-669-3111, www.pinecrestgc.com

Pistakee Country Club (P)
McHenry, 815-385-9854

Plum Creek Country Club (P)

Carmel, IN, 317-573-9900, www.plumcreekgolfclub.com

Plum Tree National Golf Club (P)

Harvard, 815-943-7474, www.plumtreegolf.com

Point O’ Woods Golf & Country Club (PV)

Benton Harbor, MI, 269-944-1433, www.pointowoods.com

St. Charles, 630-584-8356, www.pottawatomiegc.com
Crest Hill, 815-836-4653, www.prairiebluffgc.com

Prairie Isle Golf Club (P)

Prairie Grove, 815-356-0202, www.prairieisle.com

Prairie Lakes Resort (R)
Marseilles, 815-795-5107

Prairie Landing Golf Club (P)

West Chicago, 630-208-7600, www.prairielanding.com

Prairie View Golf Club (P)

Carmel, IN, 317-816-3100, www.prairieviewgc.com

The Prairies Golf Club (P)
Kalamazoo, MI, 269-343-3906

PrairieView Golf Course (P)

Byron, 815-234-4653, www.prairieviewgolf.com

Prairie Vista Golf Course (P)

Bloomington, 309-434-2217, www.prairievistagc.com

Prestwick Country Club (PV)

Frankfort, 815-469-2136, www.prestwickcc.com

Purgatory Golf Club (P)

Noblesville, IN, 317-776-4653, www.purgatorygolf.com

Quail Ridge Golf Club (P)

Ada, MI, 616-676-2000, www.quailridgegc.com

Rail Golf Course (P)

Springfield, 217-525-0365, www.railgolf.com

Randall Oaks Golf Club (P)

West Dundee, 847-428-5661, www.randalloaksgc.com

The Ravines (P)

West Lafayette, IN, 765-497-7888, www.ravinesgolf.com

Ravines Golf Club (P)

Saugatuck, MI, 269-857-1616, www.ravinesgolfclub.com

Ravinia Green Country Club (PV)

Deerfield, 847-945-6200, www.raviniagreen.com

Ravisloe Country Club (P)

Homewood, 708-798-5600, www.ravisloecountryclub.com

Red Arrow Golf Course (P)

Kalamazoo, MI, 269-345-8329, www.kalamazoogolf.org

Red Tail Run Golf Club (P)

Decatur, 217-422-2211, www.redtailrun.org

RedTail Golf Club (P)

Village of Lakewood, 815-477-0055, www.redtailgolf.com

Renwood Golf Course (P)

Round Lake Beach, 847-231-4711, www.renwoodgolf.com

Resorts of Tullymore & St. Ives (R)

Stanwood, MI, 800-972-4837, www.tullymoregolf.com

Rich Harvest Farms (PV)

Sugar Grove, 630-466-7610, www.richharvestfarms.com

Ridge Country Club (PV)

Chicago, 773-238-9400, www.ridgecc.org

Ridgemoor Country Club (PV)

Chicago, 708-867-8400, www.ridgemoorcc.com

Ridgeview Golf Course (P)

Kalamazoo, MI, 269-375-8821, www.ridgeviewgolf.com

River Bend Golf Course (P)

Lisle, 630-968-1920, www.riverbendgolfclub.org

River Forest Country Club (PV)

Elmhurst, 630-279-5444, www.riverforestcc.org

River Glen Country Club (P)

Fishers, IN, 317-849-8274, www.riverglencc.com

River Heights Golf Course (P)

DeKalb, 815-758-1550, www.riverheightsgc.com

River Oaks Golf Course (P)

Calumet City, 708-868-4090, www.forestpreservegolf.com/courses

River Pointe Country Club (P)

Hobart, IN, 219-942-2747, www.riverpointecc.net

Riverside Golf Club (PV)

North Riverside, 708-447-8152, www.rgc.org

Rob Roy Golf Course (P)

Prospect Heights, 847-253-4544, www.rtpd.org/golf

Robert A. Black Golf Club (P)

Chicago, 312-742-7931, www.cpdgolf.com/courses

Rockford, 815-962-0948, www.rockfordcc.com
Arlington Heights, 847-253-0400, www.rollinggreen.org

Royal Fox Country Club (PV)

St. Charles, 630-584-4000, www.royalfoxcc.com

Royal Hawk Country Club (PV)

St. Charles, 630-443-3500, www.royalfoxcc.com

Royal Melbourne Country Club (PV)

Long Grove, 847-913-8380, www.royalmelbourne.net

Ruffled Feathers Golf Club (P)

Lemont, 630-257-1000, www.ruffledfeathersgc.com

Ruth Lake Country Club (PV)

Hinsdale, 630-986-2060, www.ruthlakecc.org

Salt Creek Golf Club (P)

Wood Dale, 630-773-0184, www.saltcreekgolfclub.com

The Sanctuary Golf Course (P)

New Lenox, 815-462-4653, www.golfsanctuary.com

Sand Creek Country Club (PV)

Chesterton, IN, 219-395-5200, www.sandcreek.com

Sandy Hollow Golf Course (P)

Rockford, 815-987-8888, www.rockfordparkdistrict.org

Sandy Pines Golf Course (P)

DeMotte, IN, 219-987-3611, www.sandypinesgc.com

Schaumburg Golf Club (P)

Schaumburg, 847-885-9000, www.schaumburggolf.com

Scherwood Golf (P)

Schererville, IN, 219-865-2554, www.scherwood.com

Scovill Golf Club (P)

Decatur, 217-429-6243, www.decatur-parks.org/golf/index.php

Senica Oak Ridge Golf Club (P)

LaSalle, 815-223-7273, www.senicasoakridge.net

SentryWorld (P)

Stevens Point, WI, 866-479-6753, www.sentryworld.com

Settler’s Hill Golf Course (P)

Batavia, 630-232-1636, www.settlershill.com

Seven Bridges Golf Club (P)

Woodridge, 630-964-7777, www.sevenbridges.com

Shady Oaks Country Club (P)

Amboy, 815-849-5424, www.shadyoakscc.com

Shamrock Golf Course (P)
St. Anne, 815-937-9355

Shanty Creek Resorts (R)

Bellaire, MI, 231-533-8621, www.shantycreek.com

Shepherd’s Crook Golf Course (P)

Zion, 847-872-2080, www.shepherdscrook.org

Shiloh Park Golf Course (P)

Zion, 847-746-5500, www.shilohparkgolf.com

Shoreacres (PV)

Lake Bluff, 847-234-1472, www.shoreacres1916.com

Silver Lake Country Club (P)

Orland Park, 708-349-6940, www.silverlakecc.com

Silver Oaks Golf Club (PV)

Braidwood, 815-458-2068, www.braidwoodrecclub.com

Silver Ridge Golf Course (P)
Oregon, 815-734-4440

Skokie Country Club (PV)

Glencoe, 847-835-5835, www.skokiecc.com

South Gleason Park Golf Course (P)
Gary, IN, 219-980-1089

South Shore Country Club (P)

Cedar Lake, IN , 219-374-6070, www.southshorecc.com

South Shore Golf Club (P)

Momence, 815-472-4407, www.ssgcm.com

South Shore Golf Course (P)

Chicago, 773-256-0986, www.cpdgolf.com/courses

Spider Lake Golf Resort (R)

Hayward, WI, 715-462-3200, www.spiderlakegolfresort.com

Spirit Hollow Golf Course (R)

Burlington, IA, 319-752-0004, www.spirithollowgolfcourse.com

Spooner Golf Club (P)

Spooner, WI, 715-635-3580, www.spoonergolf.com
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MIDWEST SELECT COURSES
TPC Deere Run (SP)

Wicker Park Golf Club (P)

Wood Wind Golf Club (P)

Springbrook Golf Course (P)

Traditions at Chevy Chase (P)

Wild Rock Golf Club (R)

Woodbine Bend Golf Course (PV)

Northbrook, 847-291-2351, www.sportsmansgolf.com
Naperville, 630-848-5060, www.springbrookgolfcourse.org

St. Andrews Golf & Country Club (P)

West Chicago, 630-231-3100, www.standrewsgc.com

St. Charles Country Club (PV)

St. Charles, 630-377-9340, www.stcharlescc.com

St. Ives Golf Club (R)

Stanwood, MI, 800-972-4837, www.tullymoregolf.com

Stardust Golf and Country Club (P)
Johnston City, IL, 618-527-4122

States Golf Club (P)

Vicksburg, MI, 269-649-1931

Steeple Chase Golf Club (P)

Mundelein, 847-949-8900, www.mundeleinparks.org

Stone Creek Golf Club (P)

Urbana, 217-367-3000, www.stonecreekgolfclub.com

Stonebridge Country Club (PV)

Aurora, 630-820-8887, www.stonebridge-cc.org

Stonehenge Golf Club (PV)
Barrington, 847-381-8600

Stonewall Orchard Golf Club (P)

Grayslake, 847-740-4890, www.stonewallorchard.com

Stony Creek Golf Course (P)

Oak Lawn, 708-857-2433, www.golfstonycreek.com

Storybrook Country Club (P)

Hanover, 815-591-2210, www.storybrook.com

Streamwood Oaks Golf Club (P)

Streamwood, 630-483-1881, www.streamwood.org

Sugar Creek Golf Course (P)

Villa Park, 630-834-3325, www.sugarcreekgolfcourse.org

Summertree Golf Course (P)
Crown Point, IN, 219-663-0800

Sunset Ridge Country Club (PV)

Northfield, 847-446-5222, www.sunsetridgecc.org

Sunset Valley Golf Course (P)

Highland Park, 847-432-7140, www.sunsetvalleygolfcourse.org

Swan Lake Resort (R)

Plymouth, IN, 800-582-7539 www.swanlakeresort.com

Swanhills Golf Course (P)
Belvidere, 815-547-3232

Sweetgrass Golf Club (R)

Harris, MI, 906-723-2251, www.sweetgrassgolfclub.com

Sycamore Golf Club (P)

Sycamore, 815-895-3884, www.sycamoreparkdistrict.com

Sydney R. Marovitz Golf Course (P)

Chicago, 312-742-7930, www.cpdgolf.com/courses

Tagalong Golf Resort (R)

Birchwood, WI, 800-657-4843, www.tagalonggolf.com

Tahkodah Hills Golf Course (P)
Cable, WI, 715-798-3760

Tam O’Shanter Golf Course (P)

Niles, 847-965-2344, www.niles-parks.org

Tamarack Golf Club (P)

Naperville, 630-904-4000, www.tamarackgc.com

Tanna Farms Golf Club (P)

Geneva, 630-232-4300, www.tannafarms.com

Telemark Golf Course (P)

Cable, WI, 715-798-3104, www.telemarkgolfcourse.com

Terrace Hill Country Club (PV)
Algonquin, 847-658-4653

Thornapple Creek Golf Club (P)

Kalamazoo, MI, 269-344-0040, www.thornapplecreek.com

ThunderHawk Golf Club (P)

Beach Park, 847-968-4295, www.lcfpd.org/thunderhawk

Timber Pointe Golf Club (P)

Poplar Grove, 815-544-1935, www.golfthepointe.com

Timber Ridge Golf Club (P)

Minocqua, WI, 715-356-9502, www.timberridgegolfclub.com

TimberStone at Pine Mountain (R)

Iron Mountain, MI, 906-776-0111, www.pinemountainresort.com
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Sportsman’s Country Club (P)
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Silvis, 309-796-6000, www.tpc.com/deererun
Wheeling, 847-465-2300, www.chevychasecountryclub.com

Trappers Turn Golf Club (P)

Wisconsin Dells, WI, 800-221-8876, www.trappersturn.com

Tuckaway Golf Club (P)

Crete, 708-946-2259, www.tuckawaygc.com

Tullymore Golf Club (R)

Stanwood, MI, 800-972-4837, www.tullymoregolf.com

Turkey Creek Golf Club (P)
Merrillville, IN, 219-980-5170

Turnberry Country Club (PV)

Crystal Lake, 815-459-3356, www.turnberrycc.com

Twin Lakes Golf Club (P)
Westmont, 630-852-7167

Twin Lakes Recreation Area (P)

Palatine, 847-934-6050, www.saltcreekpd.com

Twin Orchard Country Club (PV)

Long Grove, 847-634-3800, www.twinorchardcc.org

University Golf Club (P)

Highland, IN, 219-838-9809, www.wickermemorialpark.com
Wisconsin Dells, WI, 608-253-4653, www.wildrockgolf.com

Willow Crest Golf Club at Oak Brook Hills Marriott (R)
Oak Brook, 630-850-5530, www.willowcrestgolf.com

Willow Glen Golf Club (P)

Great Lakes, 847-688-4593, www.mwrgl.com/default.htm

Willow Run Golf Course (P)

Mokena, 815-485-2119, www.willowrungolf.net

Willowhill Golf Course (P)

Northbrook, 847-480-7888, www.willowhillgolfcourse.com

Wilmette Golf Club (P)

Wilmette, 847-256-9646, www.golfwilmette.com

Wing Park Golf Course (P)

Elgin, 847-931-5952, www.cityofelgin.org

Winnetka Golf Club (P)

Winnetka, 847-501-2050, www.winnetkagolfclub.com

Wolf Run Golf Course (P)

Westfield, IN, 317-669-8550, www.woodwindgolf.com
Stockton, 815-858-3939, www.woodbinebend.com

Woodbine Golf Course (P)

Homer Glen, 708-301-1252, www.woodbinegolf.com

Woodruff Golf Course (P)

Joliet, 815-741-7272, www.woodruffgc.com

Woodstock Country Club (PV)

Woodstock, 815-338-5355, www.woodstockcc.com

Wynstone Golf Club (PV)

North Barrington, 847-304-2810, www.wynstone.org

Yarrow Golf & Conference Center (R)

Augusta, MI, 800-563-4397, www.yarrowgolf.com

Youche Country Club (PV)

Crown Point, IN, 219-663-1418, www.youchecc.org

Zigfield Troy Golf (P)

Woodridge, 630-985-9860, www.zigfieldtroygolf.com

Aurora, 630-906-1402, www.wolfrungolfcourse.net

University Park, 708-747-0306, www.universitygolfclub.com

University Ridge (P)

Verona, WI, 608-845-7700, www.universityridge.com

CHICAGOLAND PRACTICE FACILITIES

Valley Green Golf Course (P)

North Aurora, 630-897-3000, www.valleygreengc.com

Addison Links & Tees Golf Facility (P)

Joe Louis Driving Range

Valley-Lo Sports Club (PV)

Addison, 630-458-2660, www.addisonparks.org

BallyBunion

The Driving Range at Libertyville Sports Complex

Glenview, 847-729-5550, www.valleylo.org

Vernon Hills Golf Course (P)

Vernon Hills, 847-680-9310, www.vernonhillsgolf.com

Villa Olivia Country Club (P)

Bartlett, 630-289-1000, www.villaolivia.com

Village Green Golf Course (P)

Mundelein, 847-566-7373, www.villagegreengc.com

Village Greens of Woodridge (P)

Woodridge, 630-985-3610, www.villagegreensgolf.com

Village Links of Glen Ellyn (P)

Glen Ellyn, 630-469-8180, www.villagelinksgolf.com

Visit Green Lake

Green Lake, WI, 800-253-7354, www.visitgreenlake.com

Walnut Greens Golf Course (P)

Schaumburg, 847-490-7878, www.walnutgreensgolf.com

Warren Golf Course at Notre Dame (P)

South Bend, IN, 574-631-4653, www.warrengolfcourse.com

Water’s Edge Golf Club (P)

Worth, 708-671-1032, www.watersedgegolf.com

WeaverRidge Golf Club (P)

Peoria, 309-691-3344, www.weaverridge.com

Weber Park Golf Course (P)

Skokie, 847-674-1500 ext. 3600, www.skokieparks.org

Wedgewood Golf Course (P)

Plainfield, 815-741-7270, www.wedgewoodgc.com

Western Acres Golf Course (P)

Lombard, 630-469-6768, www.westernacres.com

Westmoreland Country Club (PV)

Wilmette, 847-251-4600, www.westmorelandcc.org

Whisper Creek Golf Club (P)

Huntley, 847-515-7682, www.whispercreekgolf.com

White Deer Run Golf Club (P)

Vernon Hills, 847-680-6100, www.whitedeergolf.com

White Eagle Golf Club (PV)

Naperville, 630-983-6836, www.whiteeaglegc.com

White Hawk Country Club (P)

Crown Point, IN, 219-661-2323, www.whitehawkcountryclub.com

White Mountain Golf Course (P)

Tinley Park, 708-478-4653, www.whitemountaingolfpark.com

White Pines Golf Club (P)

Bensenville, 630-766-0304, www.whitepinesgolf.com

Whitetail Ridge Golf Club (P)

Yorkville, 630-882-8988, www.whitetailridgegolfclub.com

Whittaker Woods Golf Club (R)

New Buffalo, MI, 269-469-3400, www.golfwhittaker.com

Long Grove, 847-634-3363

Bartlett Golf Center
Bartlett, 630-830-9385

Better Shots

Gilberts, 847-697-5000

Birdies & Eagles

South Elgin, 847-931-2233

Bobby’s Hunt Club Golf Center
Gurnee, 847-549-6090

Boulder Golf Range

Hoffman Estates, 847-426-1588, www.boulderrange.com

Bushwood Golf Practice Center

Maywood, 708-344-2700, www.bushwooddrivingrange.com

Riverdale, 708-849-1731, www.forestpreservegolf.com

Libertyville, 847-367-1506, www.libertyvillesportscomplex.com

Links & Tees Golf Facility

Addison, 630-458-2660, www.addisonparks.org

Lippold Park Family Golf Center

Crystal Lake, 815-477-5401, www.crystallakeparks.org

Marquette Park Learning Center (P)
Chicago, 312-747-2761, www.cpdgolf.com

Master Golf

Grayslake, 847-223-6886, www.mastergolfonline.com

Fresh Meadow Golf Learning Center

Hillside, 708-449-6767, www.freshmeadowgc.com

Oakton Driving Range

Park Ridge, 847-692-3580, www.parkridgeparkdistrict.com

Chicago Family Golf Center

Parfection Park Golf Center

Chicagoland Golf Academy

Partner Golf Center

Crystal Lake Learning Center

PGN Fun Village

Ditka’s Sports Dome

Pro Circle

Diversey Driving Range

Riedy’s Tee Time

Double Eagle Practice Center

Skokie Sports Park

Douglas Park Learning Course and Miniature Golf (P)

Sugar Grove Driving Range

Flagg Creek

Sunset Meadows

Fresh Meadow Learning Center (P)

T-Time Golf Range

Golf Center Des Plaines

TopGolf

Golf Farm

The Players Club of Chicago

Golf Learning Center at Hamilton Lakes

Village of Bridgeview Sports Dome

Green Valley Golf Range

Westland Golf

Greyslake Golf Practice Center

Woodland Trails

Harry Semrow Driving Range

Zigfield Troy Golf (P)

Chicago, 312-616-1234

Chicago, 312-285-4673, www.chicagolandgolfacademy.com
Crystal Lake, 815-479-9150

Bolingbrook, 630-739-7600, www.ditkasportsdome.com
Chicago, 312-742-7929, www.cpdgolf.com/courses
Justice, 708-458-9200

Chicago, 312-747-7670, www.cpdgolf.com/courses/douglas-park
Countryside, 708-246-3336, www.flaggcreekgolfcourse.org
Hillside, 708-449-6767, www.freshmeadowgc.com
Des Plaines, 847-803-4653, www.golfcenterdesplaines.com
Wauconda, 847-526-4000, www.golf-farm.com
Itasca, 630-773-7997

Hanover Park, 630-289-6600, www.greenvalleygolfrange.com
Grayslake, 847-752-8483

Des Plaines, 847-296-5764, www.forestpreservegolf.com

Yorkville, 630-553-6855

Chicago, 773-286-2060, www.partnergolfcenter.com
Hickory Hills, 708-430-7900, www.hickoryhillsresortinfo.com
Spring Grove, 815-675-2747, www.procirclegolf.com
Lisle, 866-587-3122, www.riedysteetime.com
Skokie, 847-674-1500 ext. 3100, www.skokieparks.org
Sugar Grove, 630-466-4554, www.sugargrovefuncenter.com
Arlington Heights, 847-394-5865 www.ahpd.org/algc
Homer Glen, 708-301-6500, www.ttimegolfrange.com
Wood Dale, 630-595-4653, www.topgolf.com
Justice, 708-924-9889, www.tpcchicago.com

Bridgeview, 708-924-8290, www.villageofbridgeview.com
Huntley, 847-669-0204
Mt. Prospect, 847-296-4653, www.rtpd.org
Woodridge, 630-985-9860, www.zigfieldtroygolf.com

Highland Park Golf Learning Center

Highland Park, 847-433-3422, www.highlandparkillinois.net
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The First Tee

Growing Expectations, Growing the Game
The First Tee of Greater Chicago Aims to Reach a Record Number of Kids

T

he First Tee of Greater Chicago always has
its sights set firmly on the future — for
our kids as well as the game of golf. But a new
initiative has some even loftier goals in mind
for youth by the year 2020.
The First Tee of Greater Chicago 2020
plan, which will open the door of golf to
100,000 Chicago area youth, is underway.
Through collaborating and coordinating
learning sites and instruction with local organizations and facilities, The First Tee is
working with qualified golf professionals and
involved volunteers in order to reach this aggressive goal.
The First Tee is a youth development initiative of the World Golf Foundation and
is supported by the leading organizations
in golf including the Masters Tournament,
LPGA, PGA of America, PGA Tour and
United States Golf Association.
(Ed note: The organization’s 2020 plan
coincides with another 2020 initiative, one reportedly involving Tiger Woods. See Bump &
Run, page 10.)
The First Tee of Greater Chicago consistently ranks among the top chapters out of
nearly 200 The First Tee chapters located
throughout the country and in five international locations based on non-profit and programming excellence.
The organization is dedicated to impacting the lives of young people, of all socioeconomic backgrounds, by providing educational programs that build character, instill

life-enhancing values and promote healthy
choices through the game of golf. In 2016,
the Greater Chicago chapter reached over
50,000 young people through three core
programs: The First Tee Life Skills Experience (LSE), The First Tee National School
Program (NSP), and The First Tee DRIVE
Program (DRIVE).

Dollars Make a Difference
The First Tee of Greater Chicago’s ability to
continue providing affordable programming
and expanding its reach to more youth, depends 100% on support and donations from
caring people who share a love for golf and
a passion for helping young people. The
Chicago chapter hosts five signature events
throughout the year to help raise funds for
their year-round programming.
For the past seven years, PGA Tour
professional Luke Donald has hosted a wine
tasting and dinner raising nearly $2 million to
benefit Greater Chicago. Past special guests
have included PGA Tour Commissioner

The Taste of the First Tee host Luke Donald, right, with special guest, Rory McIlroy.
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The DRIVE program is now found at 78 sites, including
the Diversey Driving Range.

Tim Finchem, Ben Crenshaw, Jay Haas,
Jack Nicklaus, Steve Stricker, Mark Wilson,
Tom Lehman, Bernhard Langer, Colin
Montgomerie, Tom Kite and David Feherty.
The 2016 event was held at the historic
Medinah Country Club where more than
250 guests joined Luke and his special guest,
Rory McIlroy.
“We’re thrilled with the results from our
annual Taste of The First Tee,” stated Pat
Goss, president of the Board of Directors.
“Luke Donald’s support is key to making
this event a success and for Rory McIlroy to
accept Luke’s invitation to join us was the
icing on the cake.”
The evening’s program at the legendary
Medinah Country Club was showcased by
more than 50 exquisite wines presented by
Terlato Wines International, featuring the
76
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Luke Donald Collection and gourmet foods
paired with the wine selection. The program
opened with The First Tee participant,
Abdel Raoul, who gave an engaging speech
on what The First Tee has meant to him,
his family and his goals for the future. This
was followed by Mark Rolfing’s chat with
Luke and Rory, highlighted by their journey
through golf and the Ryder Cup, both of
whom played for Europe when Medinah
hosted the event in 2012.
The event will move to Conway Farms in
2017 during the BMW Championship.
In addition to The Taste, the Chicago
chapter hosts various other events
throughout the spring and summer,
including the Golf Fashion Show and Masters
Viewing Party, Industry Golf Challenge, Day
at The Dunes Club and Golf Marathon.

Teaching Young People
Life Lessons Through Golf
The First Tee of Greater Chicago makes a
difference in a variety of ways, but is best
known for its Life Skills Experience (LSE)
program. The program aims to help young
people develop positive character traits by
teaching golf and life skills in Nine Core Values inherent in the game of golf: honesty, integrity, sportsmanship, respect, confidence,
responsibility, perseverance, courtesy and
judgment.
In 2016, The First Tee of Greater Chicago
participants completed more than 1,900
hours of Life Skills Experience programming
at 17 program sites throughout the Chicagoland area. With the addition of new program
locations each year, The First Tee of Greater
Chicago is getting closer to achieving their

goal of having programming at a green grass
facility for every child within 30 minutes of
where they live.
In addition to programming at local golf
courses, The First Tee of Greater Chicago’s
outreach efforts bring its golf and character education programming to elementary
school children, K-5, during their physical education classes, through The First Tee
National School Program and The First Tee
DRIVE program (Developing Rewarding Inspiring Values for Everyone) at community
facilities, such as Park Recreation Centers,
Boys & Girls Club and YMCA locations.
Through the partnerships with local
schools and youth organizations, Greater
Chicago has been able to grow the DRIVE
program to more than 78 sites, while the
National School Program grew to 95 local
elementary schools in 2016. Each class is
taught by The First Tee trained coaches and
have proven to be the best feeder system
to increase participation in the LSE programs at green grass facilities. In addition
to local programming, participants have the
opportunity to apply for national academies
and experiences, which include The First
Tee Life Skills and Leadership Academy,
where junior golfers enhance their life skills,
improve their golfing ability, and build leadership qualities. Participants that are selected
for these academies are lucky enough to play
at some of the top courses in the country!
There are many ways to become involved
with The First Tee of Greater Chicago. Visit
www.thefirstteegreaterchicago.org for further
information on program locations, schedules
and signature events taking place in 2017.
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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RYDER CUP QUALITY

1. Arrowwood Resort

GOLF IN MINNESOTA

GOLF IN MINNESOTA

www.arrowwoodresort.com

2. Black Bear Golf Course

A GREAT STORY

www.golfatthebear.com

3. Braemar Golf Course
www.braemargolf.com

The overall “Quality” of golf in Minnesota cannot be matched.
The listing of golf courses included in the roster of the Explore
Minnesota Golf Alliance constitutes a hall of fame of
“Award-Winning” courses.

Minnesota famous for 10,000 lakes — but its 500
courses deserve acclaim, as well By Steve Dowling

4. Breezy Point Resort

www.breezypointresort.com

5. Chaska Town Course

www.chaskatowncourse.com

6. Cragun’s Resort
www.craguns.com

7. Destination Bloomington
www.bloomingtonmn.org

K

nown as a top U.S. golf destination,
Minnesota offers hundreds of
courses characterized by beautiful
natural settings, excellent conditions
and affordability. Minnesota, in the last
decade, has become one of the hotbeds of
the game.

“THE STATE OF GOLF” - MINNESOTA
Minnesota is a destination of fierce natural
beauty as well as friendly folks and clearly an
excellent destination as golfers flock to the
state for the great quality, variety and value
of golf courses. Did you know Minnesota is
the only state to have hosted all 13 USGA
championships plus the Walker Cup, Curtis
Cup, Solheim Cup, PGA of America plus
others? Last but not least, Minnesota hosted
the 2016 Ryder Cup!

MINNESOTA’S BUCKET LIST
Minnesota’s “bucket list” of incredible
must-play golf courses can be found with
the Explore Minnesota Golf Alliance
(www.exploreminnesotagolf.com) featuring
the state’s top public courses and resort
courses. This includes plenty of Twin Cities
and Out-State mid-level courses that are
every bit as well-conditioned and challenging
as the higher-end tracks.

The overall “Quality” of golf in Minnesota
cannot be matched. The Minnesota
golf landscape constitutes a hall of fame
of National/Regional “Award-Winning”
courses from some of America’s premier golf
publications
The “Variety” of Minnesota courses is
diverse with links, deep woods, breathtaking
river and lake views all woven into Mother
Nature’s natural beauty.
True “Value” is a major attribute 15
of
15 8golf
8
19
19
in Minnesota with green fees lower than
33
other golf hotbeds around North55 America.
77
20
20
13
24 range
And here's the best part – green fees24
13
18
18 27
27
from about $30 at the well-manicured
municipal courses of Minneapolis/St. Paul to
$90 for the upscale public courses throughout
the state – seldom a greens fee beyond $100.

94
94

35
35

Golf in Minnesota has Ryder Cup Quality
combined with Variety and true Value

www.edinburghusa.org

BEST of
the
BEST
12
12
66
14
14

99

19
21
21
17
17

5
20
18

24 13

94

27

7

14

10. Giants Ridge Golf & Ski Resort

11
Duluth www.golfgoldeneagle.com
16
4
2

12. Grand View Lodge

www.grandviewlodge.com

13. Legends Club

www.legendsgc.com

14. Madden’s on Gull Lake

9

22
22

St. Cloud

21
17

www.genevagolfclub.com

11. Golden Eagle Golf Club

6

Brainerd

Alexandria

www.maddens.com

22

15. Minneapolis NW Tourism
Twin Cities

ExploreMinnesotaGolf.com

15 8
3

12

25

Twin
TwinCities
Cities

9. Geneva Golf Club
www.giantsridge.com

1

St.
St.Cloud
Cloud
94

10

11
11
Duluth
Duluth
16
16
44
22

11
Alexandria
Alexandria

26

26
26
10
10

Brainerd
Brainerd

25
25

94
94

Visit the STATE of GOLF

8. Edinburgh U.S.A.

Play the

QUALITY + VARIETY + VALUE

www.minneapolisnorthwest.com

16. Minnesota National GC

www.mnnationalgolfcourse.com

2317. Prestwick Golf Club

23
23

www.prestwick.com

Rochester
Rochester

Rochester
18. Ridges at Sand Creek

www.ridgesatsandcreek.com

19. Rush Creek Golf Club

35

www.rushcreek.com

20. Stonebrooke Golf Club
www.stonebrooke.com

YOUR
YOUR MINNESOTA
MINNESOTA GOLF
GOLF

21. StoneRidge Golf Club

“BUCKET LIST”

www.stoneridgegc.com

22. Territory Golf Club
www.territorygc.com

HOME OF THE
2016 RYDER CUP

23. The Jewel Golf Club
www.jewelgolfclub.com

24. The Wilds Golf Club
www.golfthewilds.com

25. Thumper Pond Resort
www.thumperpond .com

26. Wilderness at Fortune Bay
www.golfthewilderness.com

27. Willingers Golf Club
www.willingersgc.com

ExploreMinnesotaGolf.com

Explore Minnesota Golf Alliance

Explore Minnesota Golf Alliance

Madden’s on Gull Lake

Legends Club

Voted 53rd Best Resort in the World by Conde Nast
Traveler Readers, Madden’s offers upscale
accommodations (85 brand new rooms), dining and
recreation for golf groups, reunions and retreats. With 63
holes of on-property golf and 450 holes of golf within a 30 mile radius, Madden’s
is an unparalleled golf destination. Featuring The Classic at Madden’s (5-Star,
Top 100 in US and #1 ‘buddies destination in Minnesota’), the historic Pine Beach East,
Pine Beach West, and a Social 9, Madden’s offers a course for every golfer. Located in
the heart of the Brainerd Lakes area on 1,000 acres with miles of lakeshore, a reputation
of amazing hospitality make Madden’s
a
world-class golf destination

Legends Club, recognized as National
Golf Course of the Year, is an 18-hole
championship course nestled in a
wooded, yet marshy, area south of the
Twin Cities. It is conveniently located just
two miles west from Highway I-35, about
a 25-minute drive from both downtown
Minneapolis or St. Paul and 20 minutes
from the Mall of America/MSP Airport. Legends Club is one of the few
daily-fee public golf courses where you experience private club feel,
amenities and quality. Come add your story to the Legends.

GuestRooms:
Rooms:285
285
Guest
HolesofofGolf
Golf
6363Holes

Classic
Classic

Par72,
72,7,012
7,012yards
yards
Par

PineBeach
BeachEast
East
Pine
Par72,
72,6,101
6,101yards
yards
Par

PineBeach
BeachWest
West
Pine
Par67,
67,5,070
5,070yards
yards
Par

Social99
Social

Par27,
27,1,341
1,341yards
yards
Par

www.legendsgc.com | 952.226.4777 | 8670 Credit River Blvd., Prior Lake

www.maddens.com | 800.233.2934 | 11266 Pine Beach Peninsula, Brainerd

Minnesota National Golf Course

Willingers Golf Club

Minnesota National Golf Course is a magnificent 27-Hole golf
course built on 600 lakeside acres in Northern Minnesota’s
wilderness, surrounded by towering pines, hardwoods
and wildlife. The 18-Hole Championship Course features
bentgrass tees, fairways and greens with Ohio White Sand
bunkers and plays over 7,200 yards. With five sets of tees,
the Championship Course will easily accommodate players of
all abilities. Tee Times Magazine named Minnesota National a
Top 10 Golf Resort in the state in 2016, in addition Twin Cities
Golf stated “Minnesota National Golf Course was in the best
overall condition of any course we’ve EVER played!”

Since 1991 golfers have quietly coveted
and enjoyed Willingers Golf Club. Willingers
Golf Club is a tranquil, yet exciting, 18-hole
championship course straddling a 40-acre
forest and 60 acres of naturally open water
and marsh/wetlands. The course is an easy
drive, located just one mile from Highway
I-35, 30 minutes south of both Minneapolis
and St. Paul. The 6,809-yard Willingers Golf Club course
is breathtaking with significant elevation and topography
changes - A great piece of property.

Championship Course
18 Holes, Par 72, 7,230 yds

Savanna Course

9 Holes, Par 33, 2,478 yds

www.mnnationalgolfcourse.com | 218.426.4444 | 23247 480th Street, McGregor

www.giantsridge.com | 800.688.7669
84
84
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Holes - 18
Yards - 6,809
Par 72

www.willingersgc.com | 952.652.2500 | 6797 Canby Trail, Northfield

Giants Ridge

Bloomington Convention
& Visitors Bureau

Photo CAVU

Giants Ridge is the only Minnesota
golf resort that has two courses
that each have been named the
best public course in the state and
have been named to Golf Digest’s
America’s 100 Greatest Public
Courses list. The Quarry course is
currently the #25 public course in
the country and #1 in Minnesota with the Legend currently
#5 in Minnesota. In terms of quality and value there are
few destinations that can compare to Giants Ridge.

Holes - 18
Yards - 7,063
Par 72

Two 18-hole
Courses
Resort Lodging
and Activities

| 6329 Wynne Creek Drive, Biwabik

Bloomington, Minnesota’s Great Northern Golf Trail
Bloomington, Minnesota is your link to championship golf
courses in the Midwest. Our “Great Northern Golf Trail”
itineraries will take you from challenging courses within
minutes of Mall of America to the great northern outdoors
to the shores of Lake Michigan. Not only will you experience
world-class golf, but you’ll enjoy the spectacular vistas. Start
your trip in Bloomington, home of Minneapolis – Saint Paul
International Airport, Mall of America, and over 9,000 hotel
rooms then head to the Great Northern Golf Trail.

42 hotels
9,000 + hotel
rooms

www.BloomingtonMN.org | 952.858.8500 | 7900 International Drive, Bloomington
YOURGAME.
GAME.YOUR
YOURTIME.
TIME.
YOUR
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Explore Minnesota Golf Alliance

Get Your Tour
Card Today!

Breezy Point Resort
Breezy Point Resort offers world-class golf at Deacons
Lodge, an Arnold Palmer signature course named
after Arnold’s father. Deacons is a must play in
the Brainerd Lakes area. Additionally, the 18 holes
of championship golf at Whitebirch and 18 at the
Traditional, a resort course that dates from the early 20’s, round out Breezy’s
golf offerings. With 4 restaurants, lounges, spa, boat marina , cruise boat
and accommodations that include hotel, condos and vacation homes, with 2
to 11 bedrooms, Breezy is, and has been, a favorite for golfers and golf groups
for over 90 years. 1 to 3 night packages are offered including Minnesota’s
only all-inclusive option golf package.

Three 18-hole Courses
Resort Lodge and Condos

The Tour that Lets the
Amateur Tee it Up Like a Pro

If you are looking for competitive golf tournaments and a
chance to meet great golfers, then get your tour card today!

www.breezypointresort.com | 800.432.3777 | 9252 Breezy Point Drive, Breezy Point

•
•

Wilderness at Fortune Bay

•

Plan that perfect golf getaway by booking a Stay-andPlay package with The Wilderness at Fortune Bay! This
challenging course, located on beautiful Lake Vermilion,
continues to garner national awards for its playability,
breath-taking views and excellent customer service
provided by the KemperSports team! We’re also home
to an award-winning resort, feature several dining
options and 24/7 gaming!
• America’s Top 100 Public Courses — Golf Digest 2015/2016
• Best 19th Hole in Minnesota — Golf Magazine 2016

•

18-Hole Resort Course
7,207 Yards, Par 72
Lodge and Casino

www.golfthewilderness.com | 800.992.4680 | 1450 Bois Forte Road, Tower

“The State of Golf” - Minnesota
Explore Minnesota Golf Alliance
YOUR “BUCKET LIST” OF GOLF IN MINNESOTA
The Explore Minnesota Golf Alliance is a golf industry group of more than two
dozen of the best golf courses and golf resorts in the Midwest that pool resources
to promote Minnesota as a golf tourism destination.
The member courses of the Explore Minnesota Golf Alliance are a collection
of “Must Play” courses in Minnesota which are geographically well distributed
across the state. When visiting Minnesota the courses of Explore Minnesota Golf
Alliance shouldn’t be missed!

Visit all the courses of Explore Minnesota Golf Alliance
www.ExploreMinnesotaGolf.com
86
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18 & 36 hole stroke play and better ball tournaments
USGA Handicap to maintain tournament integrity
Visa Gift Cards & Trophies at each tournament for
champions and top finishers in each flight
Five Flights to compete in, play only against your skill level

Chicago Tour Schedule

Milwaukee Tour Schedule

DATE

DATE

22
6
20
3
24

April
May
May
June
June

COURSE

CHICAGO CLASSIC

6
20
3
24
8
22

29

19-20 Aug
9
Sep

15-16 July

July

CHICAGO OPEN
12
26
9

Aug
Aug
Sep

Elgin Country Club
Ruffled Feathers
Bittersweet GC
Harborside International
Foxford Hills GC
Bowes Creek CC
& Highlands of Elgin
Prairie Landing GC
Stonewall Orchard GC
Village Links of Glen Ellyn
Ravisloe Country Club

CHICAGO CHAMPIONSHIP
23

Sep

Cantigny

May
May
June
June
July
July

COURSE

The Bull at Pinehurst Farms
The Bog
Fire Ridge Golf Club
Nagawaukee
Morningstar Golf Club
Washington County

MILWAUKEE OPEN

Grand Geneva Resort
Brown Deer GC

MILWAUKEE CHAMPIONSHIP
23

Sep

Geneva National

Chicago & Milwaukee Tours
MIDWEST OPEN
10-11 June

The Den on Fox Creek

BORDER BATTLE IV - Ryder Cup Event
7-8

Oct

The Legends of Merrill Hills

Top Players advance to

NATIONAL TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP
October 20-22, 2017
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina

www.amateurgolftour.com
Email us at: Chicago@amateurgolftour.net or Milwaukee@amateurgolftour.net

YOUR GAME. YOUR TIME.
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RTJ Turns 25

The Ridge Course’s 528-yard third at Oxmoor Valley

Alabama’s ‘New’ RTJ Golf Trail
Celebrates 25 Years of Success

A former law professor in Alabama revolutionized access to great
public golf 25 years ago and the rest is history.

W

hile many scoffed at the concept,
Dr. David G. Bronner, CEO of the
Retirement Systems of Alabama, brought
golf course architect Robert Trent Jones
out of retirement in the late 1980’s and
the concept of America’s Original Golf
Trail was born. Opened in 1992, nearly 12
84
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million rounds of golf have been played
along the RTJ Golf Trail. With 26 courses
on 11 sites across Alabama, this top golf
destination has renovated its original
courses and encourages golfers to come
play the new RTJ Golf Trail.
While maintaining the key course designs

created by Robert Trent Jones, renovations of the original golf sites were recently
completed. Owned by the Retirement
Systems of Alabama, the RTJ courses remain
consistent for quality and value while offering new experiences.
“I want to be able to play the U.S. Open
on any one of these courses we build,”
said Bronner. “Make every one of them a
championship course. I want people to be
challenged enough that they will want to
come back and try again.”
While the courses have not hosted the
U.S. Open yet, the PGA Tour professionals

will compete in the Barbasol Championship
at RTJ Grand National this July. Courses
in Mobile and Prattville have hosted
several LPGA tournaments. PGA Tour
Champions’ tournaments were played
at RTJ Ross Bridge for several years.
Bronner has been honored by the golf
industry for his vision to make great golf
available to both professionals and the
general public. The Robert Trent Jones
Golf Trail continues to be one of Alabama’s
top tourist attractions with guests coming
from around the world.
The RTJ Trail’s artfully designed and
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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beautifully landscaped courses, according
to The New York Times, are “some of the
best public golf on earth.” The Wall Street
Journal said the Trail “may be the best bargain in the country.” The Atlanta Journal
Constitution called the Trail “the finest
public courses in the country.”

RTJ Locations from North to South

Opening dates and number of golf holes noted

RTJ Shoals

Muscle Shoals - 2004 (36 holes)

RTJ Hampton Cove
Huntsville - 1992 (54 holes)
RTJ Silver Lakes
Anniston/Gadsden - 1993 (36 holes)
RTJ Oxmoor Valley
Birmingham - 1992 (54 holes)
RTJ Ross Bridge
Hoover - 2005 (18 holes)
RTJ Grand National
Opelika - 1992 (54 holes)
RTJ Capitol Hill
Prattville - 1999 (54 holes)
RTJ Cambrian Ridge
Greenville - 1993 (36 holes)
RTJ Highland Oaks
Dothan - 1993 (36 holes)
RTJ Magnolia Grove
Mobile - 1992 (54 holes)
RTJ Lakewood
Point Clear - 2004 (36 holes)
To start planning your trip to Alabama’s
Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail, please visit
www.rtjgolf.com or call 1.800.949.4444.
Special 25th anniversary packages available.
FROM TOP: Falls course hole 10 at Magnolia Grove;
Grand National Lake course hole nine; Ross Bridge
hole seven; Cambrian Ridge; The Senator at Capitol
Hill.
86

WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM

ROAD TRIP No. 18

More golf than you can
shake a 9-iron at.
When it comes to championship golf, there’s no better destination
than Alabama. Come play where the PGA TOUR professionals compete
and see why Golf Digest editors picked two of Alabama’s golf resorts
among their favorites. For starters, there are the 468 holes along the
world-renowned Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail. Stretching from the
mountains in the north to the Gulf Coast in the south, America’s
original golf trail opened 25 years ago and recently completed a
massive renovation of its 26 courses. Then there are the many other
impressive courses scattered across the state, designed by the likes
of Arnold Palmer and Jerry Pate. Each with its own set of challenges,
each with its own rewards. Plan an epic road trip to great golf
courses across the state of Alabama.

Download Alabama Road Trips from your app store
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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Birdies,
Bogeys
& Boudin:

Beautiful Golf
on the Bayou

Southwest Louisiana offers some of the best gaming,
food and fun to be found anywhere in the country.
The golf is pretty tasty, too.
By Danny Freels
88

WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM

WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM

89

J

ournal entry somewhere in the upper Midwest: January 15th — The busy
holidays are finally over, another brutal
winter has set in, there are eight inches of snow
on the ground, and I’m sitting in front of my
fireplace counting the days until the first signs
of spring. Question to self: What the heck am
I doing here?
It’s a good question, but there’s a good
solution, too. Pack your bags, load up your
clubs and get out of the cold temps and dark
days of winter — even if it’s just for four or
five days. Seriously, would you rather be
brushing snow off your vehicle’s windshield
… or brushing in a 12-inch putt for birdie?
Salting your sidewalk … or salting a freshly
prepared, succulent seafood meal? Sitting in
front of a warm fire … or sitting in front of a
swimming pool under a warm sun? If the answers to these questions are obvious, exactly
where to escape to may not be. One place you
may not be familiar with but should definitely think about is Lake Charles, Louisiana.
Located just 30 miles north of the Gulf
of Mexico, and roughly 140 miles east of
Houston, Texas, Lake Charles is a beautiful
and culturally diverse city of 72,000 people
that you’d have to say is “booming” at the
present time. One reason for this is the oil
and gas business, which is huge in this part
of the country. Another reason is the nice
weather the year around. Still another is
Lake Charles’ gaming options (there are four
major casinos in the area). Then there’s the
exceptional food and music. Oh, and did I
mention the golf?
Less than five miles east of Lake Charles,
in the city of Westlake, is the National Golf
Club of Louisiana. Designed by David Bennett and opened in 2009, The National — as
90
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Contraband Bayou OPENING SPREAD: The Golden
Nugget and L’Auberge Casino Resort.

BY AIR & BY SEA

In addition to great golf, the Lake Charles area is also home to some phenomenal birding
and world-class fishing. Here’s a look at southwestern Louisiana by air and sea:

Air: Calcasieu Parish, where Lake Charles is located,
and Cameron Parish to the south and along the Gulf
of Mexico, are two of the top spots in the state for
birding. The prairies, marshes and coastal habitats
that are common in these areas attract large numbers
of migratory birds from other parts of the U.S., Canada
and Mexico. In fact, during an average year more than
400 different species of birds can be seen — particularly in the fall, winter and spring. Throughout the
coastal woodlands of this area, warblers, flycatchers,
vireos and other Neotropical migrants can be spotted
in the spring and fall. Along Louisiana’s shoreline,
plovers, willets and terns are visible the year around.
Herons, egrets, ibises and spoonbills are also common
throughout the year in the area’s marshes. And by the
way, there’s a good reason why Louisiana is known as
the “Pelican State.”

Sea: Southwest Louisiana is also a fishing paradise
that offers over 600 miles of water. As they are for
92
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birding, Calcasieu and Cameron parishes are hot
spots for a wide variety of fishing, including offshore,
freshwater and inland saltwater. Catches to be made
offshore include red and gray snapper, mahi mahi,
king mackerel and bluefish. Freshwater species
include yellow, spotted and largemouth bass, channel
and blue catfish, bluegill and bowfin. Saltwater areas
— such as 12-mile long Calcasieu Lake (“Big Lake” to
the locals) — feature speckled trout, redfish, flounder,
sheepshead and Atlantic croaker. Throughout southwest Louisiana, the opportunities for great fishing
and lots of fun for the whole family are just about
endless. And who knows, one of you just might pull off
what’s known as the “Cajon Grand Slam” — reeling in
a redfish, speckled trout and flounder all in one day.
Take note however, that it’s absolutely necessary to
have a fishing permit before heading out. Permits can
be obtained at numerous sporting goods stores in the
area, or by contacting the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries online at wlf.louisiana.gov.

many regulars refer to it — measures just under 7,000 yards from the back markers (four
other tees are available, the shortest at just
over 5,200 yards). The course is very pretty
and very challenging but playable, too, even
for us short hitters. As it is with most courses, the trick here is avoiding the hazards.
And there are plenty of them (including any
snakes that may be slithering about). Due to
the 14 lakes on the property, water is in play
somewhere on every single hole. In addition, there are 65 bunkers of various widths,
lengths and depths to contend with. Another
problem — especially for those of us used
to playing in the Midwest — is the fact that
most if not all courses in the south consist
of Bermuda grass conditions. As I’ve said
many times, Bermuda can be maddening.
This type of grass is vital, however, for withstanding the often intense heat of the south,
and major advancements and improvements
have been made to it over the years, but

brother, can it be tough to play from or out of.
The key on the fairway is to hit down on the
ball. Yet, from spot to spot the surface can be
quite different in terms of firmness and this
unpredictability can drive you nuts. Playing from the deep rough frequently found
around the greens is even more challenging
— that is, if you can find your ball and get a
club on it. Tricky in another way are the putting surfaces at The National. Except for one
or two (particularly the 13th), the greens here
are not severely sloped. But being Bermuda,
and grainy, it’s tough getting the speed right.
From start to finish, The National is a good
test for players of all abilities.
Contraband Bayou, the golf course at
L’Auberge Casino Resort in Lake Charles,
is a Tom Fazio design that measures almost
7,100 yards from the back tees (three others are available). Named for the bayou that
runs through the area and opened in 2005,
this very attractive layout is the only public

The Country Club at Golden Nugget
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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The National Golf Club of Louisiana

Fazio course in Louisiana. A good way to
describe it is “fair and friendly.” The fairways
are wide, the greens are on the large size, and
the hazards are mostly off to the side. Yet, it’s
a challenging tract for even the lower handicap player. Longer hitters who keep the ball
in play shouldn’t have much trouble reaching
the greens in regulation. For short hitters like
me, however, a great deal of the difficulty of
this golf course is due to the softness of the
Bermuda grass fairways. Playing at home in
the Midwest, often unable to carry an approach shot all the way to the putting surface,
I frequently hope for a good bounce forward
to get me to the “dance floor.” Bermuda, un94
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fortunately, doesn’t bounce — the ball pretty
much stays where it lands — so I was constantly trying to get it up and down the hard
way. And that can wear you out. Six years
ago, all of the greens at Contraband Bayou
were redone and replaced with a highlyregarded grass called Champion Ultradwarf
Bermuda. By all accounts, this grass provides
a heartier turf and a nicer putting surface.
They’re sweet for sure, but like all Bermuda
greens, they’re difficult to read. Interestingly,
even though there are eight lakes throughout
the property, there isn’t a single yellow stake
or line to be found at Contraband Bayou.
Because of where they’re located, all of these

lakes are considered lateral hazards and that’s
very unusual. As mentioned, Contraband
Bayou is a very pretty course. There are lots
of native grasses scattered about (including
big and little Bluestem), and tons of gorgeous
trees (loblolly pines, live oaks and cypress,
among others) that are used to frame holes
and provide backdrops to the putting surfaces. Looming high above, and visible from
many parts of the golf course, is the uniquely
shaped L’Auberge Casino Resort itself.
Among the many other fine choices for
golf in the area is the Country Club at the
Golden Nugget Casino and Gray Plantation Golf Course. Located right next door

to L’Auberge, and built along the bayou, the
Country Club at Golden Nugget is a lovely
layout that was created by Todd Eckinrode
and Origins Golf Design. Measuring just over
6,900 yards from the tips (three other markers are available), the Country Club is a relatively flat course with few elevation changes.
Not surprisingly, due to the nearby bayou,
water and wetlands are often in play. The
course’s main feature, however — adding
to both its beauty and difficulty — is sand.
In total, there are 15 acres of waste bunkers
at the Country Club and it’s a safe bet that
most players will be visiting a few of them.
The course at Gray Plantation was designed
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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Gray Plantation hole 13

by Rocky Roquemore and built in 1999. At
almost 7,200 yards from the back tees (four
others are available), this extremely pretty
course will provide a tough test for even top
players. Surrounded by lovely homes and
bordered by towering pine trees, the River
Course features 94 bunkers, challenging
putting surfaces and two par threes with
island greens. Oh, and water is in play on
12 holes. The long par-4 18th, by the way
— with the beautiful plantation-style clubhouse serving as a backdrop — is one of the
prettiest holes I’ve seen anywhere. Gray is a
good one.
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No trip to southwest Louisiana would be
complete without a good-sized sampling of
some boudin (below). “Boo-din,” you say,

“what’s that?” Actually, it’s pronounced “boodan” and what it is (according to one publication that I read) is a food item “that melds
the best from Cajun, German and Creole culinary traditions and traces its history back to
Canada by way of France.” It’s a snack that’s
made with pork, rice, onions parsley and dry
seasonings such as salt, red pepper, black
pepper and garlic power. Often available in
what looks like a long link of sausage, boudin
is perfectly acceptable for breakfast, lunch,
dinner or just as finger food. The boudin
breakfast sandwich I had one morning was
quite tasty, I must say. In addition, there are

all types of boudin: boudin blanc, crawfish,
shrimp, alligator, hot, mild and smoked,
among others. It’s a must-try when you’re in
the area, and one more reason to get out of
the snow and go.
Journal entry somewhere in the upper
Midwest: April 10th — Saw a daffodil coming
up this morning. Thank goodness spring has
arrived. Frankly, though, thanks to our trip
to southwest Louisiana awhile back, winter
didn’t seem so long this year.
Visit www.visitlakecharles.org for more
information.
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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The Time of Sands

The Waiting Is Almost Over - Wisconsin’s Sensational Sand Valley
Set to Open Season of ’17 By Don Shell

W

ith the U.S. Open set for this summer at Erin Hills, Wisconsin suddenly finds itself at the center of
the golf universe in 2017. But the buzz in
the state this year goes beyond hosting golf’s
greatest benchmark. Wisconsin is also home
to the year’s most hotly anticipated new golf
course opening, the simply stunning Sand
Valley Golf Resort.
Sand Valley, built by golf’s very own King
Midas, Mike Keiser, is an incredible new
resort development set to make a big impact
in the little town of Rome, Wisconsin.
Spread across 2,000 acres of a former timber
farm, the resort will open May 2 with a new
course by the dynamic design duo of Bill
Coore and Ben Crenshaw, with another
course by David McLay Kidd waiting in the
wings for 2018.
The Coore & Crenshaw course is already
garnering rave reviews — and even comparisons to Pine Valley — due to its vast
98
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sandscape, rolling hills and pine forests.
We caught up with Mike Keiser Jr., who
is managing the development, to check in
on the project:
GolfTime Magazine: So, with about six
months before your opening now, are you
wearing out the carpet in your office from
pacing back and forth?
Mike Keiser Jr.: (Laughs) The carpet’s
already worn out. There’s a lot to do before
next year, it’ll be a busy winter. But the
course looks great and it’ll be ready for next
year. Getting the clubhouse and all the lodging set up to be ready to open as early as possible next year, and then on the operations
side, Glen Murray, our operations manager,
we’re going to need to do a lot of hiring.
So as a resort, we really need to staff up.
We’ve created a great experience for a small
number of people during (fall 2016’s) sneak
preview play, now we need to scale that.
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Another big part is getting staff trained
and ready, so May 2, when our doors are
opened, they’ll feel they’ve been there a
lifetime. These are the big challenges over
the winter — getting the infrastructure complete and getting the team off the ground.

that are staying on the property with us will
have a six-hole, sneak preview play available. So we’re excited to show people what
David Kidd’s team is working on, which is
very different from Bill’s and just as fun and
exciting to play.

GT: The course itself is about ready, correct?
You had a sneak preview this fall.

GT: Can’t wait to see it. When do you plan
on that one being open?

MK: The last two falls have just been so fabulous, and the grass has grown and grown,
and Bill Coore and his team have just finished cleaning out all the bunkers, so the
course is complete, and the grass is … ready
to go. We hope we come out of the winter

MK: Probably July-August of 2018, depending on weather this coming year. Bill’s course
is big, and David’s is even bigger — there’s
over 120 acres of turf. So there’s a lot to do
this year, and we’ll see when the ground
thaws out, and keep going on it.

“It really does make
a huge impact not just
on the people who are
employed at Bandon, or
at Cabot, or now at Sand
Valley, but also on the
entire region.” Mike Keiser Jr.
in good shape, and you never know. Ice is
something (to worry about), but snow is
great, and we hope we have a good blanket
over the winter.
The golf course is ready, I have no doubt.
It’s fast, it’s firm, and if anything, I was asking our superintendent in September to slow
the greens down a little bit.
And the second golf course is under
construction, so at some point in 2017 guests

Sand Valley project manager Mike Keiser Jr. (right)
makes his point to brother Chris, left, at Sand Valley.
The brothers are helping launch their father Mike
Keiser Sr.’s latest resort project, in Rome, Wisconsin.
It’s challenging, because we have so much
room. When you only have 180 acres to play
with, there’s only so many choices you can
make. When we give these architects 2,000
acres — or in David’s case because he went
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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second, 1,500 acres — there’s just so many
directions you can go. Bill was talking about
how it reminded him, there are 2,000 holes
out there, that could go in any direction.
We’re blessed.
GT: You’re part of a pretty special year coming up in Wisconsin.
MK: It’s pretty incredible to be joining this
(golf) community. Whistling Straits has had
such a great history with the Ryder Cup
and the PGA Championship — and more
to come — and now to have the U.S. Open
in Wisconsin at Erin Hills, which is just
a fabulous golf course. … They’re a great
neighbor of ours, and we’re so excited for
them. They’re going to continue to help
put Wisconsin on the map. And those are
just two great championship courses, but
Wisconsin is really just dotted with just
great, great public golf courses. You know
Lawsonia down the road is a gem. There are
so many great golf courses in Wisconsin and
we’re just thrilled to be a part of that.
We’re really excited for Erin Hills, they’ve
worked so hard to get here, and they’re
going to knock it out of the park.
GT: How long have you been working with
your dad?
MK: I grew up downtown, in Lincoln Park,
and went to school in California, and then
moved to Australia to work on Barnbougle
Dunes, before moving back to Chicago.
But really Sand Valley was the first project
(he worked closely with his father on). I’ve
been involved in Oregon (at the famous
Bandon Dunes) in some real estate projects
outside of the resort, but I’ve spent my
career at Structure Development, which is
100
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a real estate development company out of
Chicago, we built medical office space, and
schools, and retail space, and mixed-use
development. My dad always encouraged
me to go out on my own and be successful,
and if the right project came along then we’d
talk about working together. But you know,
it encouraged me to get that confidence of
working on my own.
Building a medical office space, believe
it or not, is very similar to building a golf
course, it’s just a different end product.
But it’s the same skill set of working with
a dynamic team of really smart individuals
and just leading them toward a common
vision.
GT: So has the experience working with
your dad now been everything you thought
it’d be?
MK: I would say my dad and my brother
Christopher are my two best friends, so it’s
been great. He gives us all a lot of space, and
I appreciate it, to have space to be creative
and to do my thing. And at those right,
seminal moments in history, he steps in and
gives a little nudge. He’s really there when
I have questions. He’s sort of a brilliant
macro-manager, distills things down to their
simplest points, and gives people space to
take ownership and be creative. So it’s ideal
for me, because I get to lead the project, but
I always know he’s there if I have questions
or need his eye. It’s a great balance.
Now that my younger brother has joined us,
it’s a real pleasure. The three of us are just
having a lot of fun.
GT: Are you still based in Chicago? Or are
you living there now?

Sand Valley’s 137-yard eighth hole is one of five stunning one-shotters.
MK: I’m living on site during the season, and
right now I’m based in Madison, which is a
terrific city.
We hope to bring attention to Wisconsin.
And to the town of Rome, which long before
we got there, was this recreational mecca.
The permanent residents, I think there are
800. And it has an Olympic long jump and
Olympic trap shooting facility, a national
champion waterskiing team, great cross
country skiing and fishing, and snowmobiling, and some of the best deer hunting in the
country … it’s just one thing after another.
And our goal is to bring a spotlight onto the
region which is already a leader in outdoor
recreation.
GT: That’s something your dad has spoken much about, the transformative element
to the areas you bring resorts to, whether
Bandon, or certainly, Cabot. Is that something you foresee happening here as well?
MK: Oh, absolutely it is. Adams County,
where Sand Valley is, is the poorest county
in the state of Wisconsin. So the potential
to transform is huge. And we do that in a
lot of ways. First, one thing that’s different
with Sand Valley than Bandon, is we’re
really going to focus on the junior caddie
program, and when the school year’s out,
have as many junior high and high school

caddies as possible.
And just with employment. In Adams
County, the number one employer is the
county — 162 full-time employees. Our goal
is, by the time we open the second course, to
be the largest employer in the county.
And the rest is on our guests. When our
guests come and they spend their money
and that money flows through our payroll
or to our caddies, that money stays in the
county. And those people rent homes, and
they eat out at restaurants and they shop at
local grocery stores. It really does make a
huge impact not just on the people who are
employed at Bandon, or at Cabot, or now at
Sand Valley, but also on the entire region.
And then hopefully, bring additional attention to other areas of tourism, like the trap
shooting, or the water skiing. So it’s absolutely a mission. It’s a responsibility, and we
take it really seriously.
The community is so strongly behind
us and have supported us so much at Sand
Valley, we owe it to them to make sure the
entire area thrives — and not just be an
island in the desert.
Sand Valley is set for a grand opening May
2. Look for a full review in the 2017 Summer
Edition of GolfTime Magazine. for more information visit www.sandvalleygolfresort.com.
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been selected as the 2017 Memorial Tournament
honoree.
June 5-11, Chicago, Illinois

Web.com Tour
RUST-OLEUM CHAMPIONSHIP

Ivanhoe Club

The Stage is Set

U.S. Open just the start of the Midwest’s great tournament season

T

he eyes of the golf world were on the Midwest last fall when Hazeltine National Golf Club in
Chaska, Minnesota played host to the Ryder Cup. That worldly gaze returns in June when Erin Hills
plays host to the U.S. Open June 15-18. (See our cover story, starting on page 12.) Dustin Johnson
will look to defend his title against the world’s best on the southeast Wisconsin course.
Meanwhile, the LPGA is adding a handful of new events in the Great Lakes region, helping to set the
stage for a memorable 2017 golf season. Here’s a rundown of major events in the Midwest:
April 17-23, Newburgh, Indiana

Web.com Tour
UNITED LEASING & FINANCE
CHAMPIONSHIP
COURSE: Victoria National Golf Club
DEFENDING CHAMP: Seamus Power
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: A new three-year agreement takes
the tournament through 2019 at Victoria National
Golf Club, one of the most demanding venues on
the Web.com tour.
May 20-21, Lake Geneva, Wisconsin

LPGA Legends Tour
RED NOSE DAYS WALGREENS
CHARITY CLASSIC
COURSE: Geneva National Resort
THE SKINNY: A new venue for 2017 on the Legends Tour.
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May 22-28, Ann Arbor, Michigan

LPGA
VOLVIK CHAMPIONSHIP
COURSE: Travis Pointe Country Club
DEFENDING CHAMP: Ariya Jutanugarn
THE SKINNY: The Volvik Championship was
one of five captured by Thailand’s Ariya Jutanugarn
en route to earning LPGA player of the year honors.
June 1-4, Dublin, Ohio

PGA Tour
MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT
COURSE: Muirfield Village GC
DEFENDING CHAMP: William McGirt
TV: CBS/Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: William McGirt registered his first
PGA Tour victory by defeating Joe Curran on the
second hole of a playoff. Greg Norman has

COURSE: Ivanhoe Club
DEFENDING CHAMP: Max Homa
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: Fifteen lakes and ponds, a waterfall
and numerous bridges await the competitors as the
Ivanhoe Club plays host to the event for the second
straight year.
June 5-11, South Bend, Indiana

Symetra Tour
FOUR WINDS INVITATIONAL
COURSE: Blackthorn Golf Club
TV: Golf Channel
DEFENDING CHAMP: Jackie Stoelting
THE SKINNY: This marks the sixth year that the event
will be held at Blackthorn Golf Club, designed by
Hurdzan/Fry, architects of U.S. Open site Erin Hills.
June 9-11, Des Moines, Iowa

PGA Tour Champions
PRINCIPAL CHARITY CLASSIC
COURSE: Wakonda Club
TV: Golf Channel
DEFENDING CHAMP: Scott McCarron
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: Though Scott McCarron brought
home the 2016 championship, the real winners were
Iowa children’s charities, who received more than
$2 million raised by the tournament.
June 12-18, Erin, Wisconsin

U.S. Open Championship
PGA TOUR
COURSE: Erin Hills
DEFENDING CHAMP: Dustin Johnson
TV: FOX/FS1

THE SKINNY: Erin Hills takes the main stage for
the first time on the PGA Tour for the 117th playing of
the U.S. Open Championship. The course previously
hosted the U.S. Amateur Championship in 2011. Erin
Hills is only the sixth public access course to host the
championship.
June 12-18, Decatur, Illinois

Symetra Tour
DECATUR-FORSYTH CLASSIC
COURSE: Hickory Point Golf Club
DEFENDING CHAMP: Clariss Guce
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: The Decatur-Forsyth Classic is the
longest running tournament on the Symetra Tour.
June 13-18, Grand Rapids, Michigan

LPGA
MEIJER LPGA CLASSIC
FOR SIMPLY GIVE
COURSE: Blythefield Country Club
DEFENDING CHAMP: Sei Young Kim
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: Sei Young Kim birdied the first playoff
hole to win the 2016 title. Blythefield Country Club
has been the home of the Classic since its inception
in 2013.
June 19-25, Harris, Michigan

Symetra Tour
ISLAND RESORT CHAMPIONSHIP
COURSE: Sweetgrass Golf Club
DEFENDING CHAMP: Sherman
Santiwiwatthanaphong
THE SKINNY: The top four finishers at the 2016 Island
Resort Championship all earned LPGA Tour cards for
2017.
June 22-25, Springfield, Illinois

Web.com Tour
LINCOLN LAND CHARITY
CHAMPIONSHIP
COURSE: Panther Creek Country Club
WWW.GOLFTIMEMAG.COM
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DEFENDING CHAMP: Martin Flores
THE SKINNY: The Hale Irwin-designed course plays to
more than 7,200 yards.

TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: The Marathon Classic is one of the longest running events on the LPGA Tour.

June 23-25, Madison, Wisconsin

July 24-30, Battle Creek, Michigan

PGA Tour Champions
AMERICAN FAMILY INSURANCE
CHAMPIONSHIP

Symetra Tour
FIREKEEPERS CASINO HOTEL
CHAMPIONSHIP

COURSE: University Ridge GC
DEFENDING CHAMP: Kirk Triplett
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: Madtown will be abuzz with hometown
heroes Steve Stricker and Jerry Kelly finally turning 50
and joining the field for Year Two of the event.
June 26-July 2, Canadian Lakes, Michigan

Symetra Tour
TULLYMORE CLASSIC
COURSE: Tullymore Golf Club
DEFENDING CHAMP: Paola Moreno
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: 2017 marks the third year of the tournament.
June 26-July 2, Olympia Fields, Illinois

LPGA
KPMG WOMEN’S
PGA CHAMPIONSHIP
COURSE: Olympia Fields Country Club, North Course
DEFENDING CHAMP: Brooke Henderson
THE SKINNY: One of five majors on the LPGA Tour,
a purse of $3.5 million awaits those on the par-71,
6,558-yard Olympia Fields course.
July 3-9, Oneida, Wisconsin

LPGA
THORNBERRY CREEK LPGA CLASSIC
COURSE: Thornberry Creek at Oneida
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: One of four new events on the LPGA
calendar, the classic is the first-LPGA sanctioned event
in the Green Bay area.
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July 7-9, French Lick, Indiana

Symetra Tour
FRENCH LICK RESORT SYMETRA
CHAMPIONSHIP
COURSE: The Donald Ross Course
THE SKINNY: A new event that is being played as a
lead-in to the Senior LPGA Championship that starts
the following day at French Lick Resort.
July 10-12, French Lick, Indiana

LPGA Legends Tour
SENIOR LPGA CHAMPIONSHIP

COURSE: Battle Creek Country Club
DEFENDING CHAMP: Laura Gonzalez Escallon
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: In an event reduced to 36 holes due
to weather, Gonzalez Escallon tied the Symetra Tour
36-hole scoring record with a 15-under, 129.
July 31- Aug. 6, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Symetra Tour
PHC CLASSIC

COURSE: Pete Dye Course
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: A new event on the Legends Tour
that will include in its field of 81 past greats in the
women’s game including LPGA and World Golf Hall
of-Fame members, current LPGA members and major
champions over the age of 45.

COURSE: Brown Deer Park Golf Course
DEFENDING CHAMP: Laura Gonzalez Escallon
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: Gonzalez Escallon’s victory in
Milwaukee was one of two on the 2016 Symetra
Tour for the native of Belgium. She also won
the Potawatomi Cup by winning two of the four
Potawatomi-Nation sponsored events.

July 13-16, Silvis, Illinois

Aug. 4-6, Blaine, Minnesota

PGA Tour
JOHN DEERE CLASSIC

3M Championship
PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS

COURSE: TPC Deere Run
DEFENDING CHAMP: Ryan Moore
TV: CBS/Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: The John Deere Classic returns to a tour
slot in July after moving to August in 2016 to accommodate the Olympic Games.

COURSE: TPC Twin Cities
DEFENDING CHAMP: Joe Durant
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: It’ll be tough to top 2016’s finish: Joe
Durant eagled the first playoff hole to defeat Miguel
Angel Jimenez who had birdied the hole.

July 17-23, Sylvania, Ohio

Aug. 12, Jackson, Michigan

LPGA
MARATHON CLASSIC

LPGA Legends Tour
WENDY’S CHARITY CLASSIC

COURSE: Highland Meadows Golf Club
DEFENDING CHAMP: Lydia Ko

COURSE: Country Club of Jackson
THE SKINNY: 2017 marks the 17th year of the event.

Aug. 14-20, Des Moines, Iowa

SOLHEIM CUP
COURSE: Des Moines Golf and Country Club
DEFENDING CHAMP: United States
TV: TBD
THE SKINNY: The United States defends its 2015
title against Team Europe at the 15th staging of the
team match-play event. Juli Inkster will captain the
Americans and Annika Sorenstam will lead Team
Europe.
Aug. 28-Sept. 3, Columbus, Ohio

NATIONWIDE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
CHAMPIONSHIP
COURSE: Ohio State University Golf Club, Scarlet
Course
DEFENDING CHAMP: Grayson Murray
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: For 2017, the tournament will become
the first of four stops on the Web.com Tour Finals.
Sept. 4-10, Indianapolis, Indiana

LPGA
INDY WOMEN IN TECH
COURSE: Brickyard Crossing Golf Club
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: Another new event on the LPGA Tour
features the Pete Dye-designed course that weaves
throughout the famed Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Sept. 18-24, Beachwood, Ohio

Web.com Tour
DAP CHAMPIONSHIP
COURSE: Canterbury Golf Club
DEFENDING CHAMP: Bryson DeChambeau
TV: Golf Channel
THE SKINNY: Bryson DeChambeau won a four-way
playoff to become the 15th player in Web.com Tour
history to win in his first start.
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Set your sights on the year’s hottest clubs

THE HIT

LIST
BY DENNIS MCCANN

PXG 0311XF Irons
If it once seemed something of a novelty that the founder of GoDaddy.com had gone into the golf business, the
reaction didn’t last long. Tour stars Zach Johnson, Charl Schwartzel, Christie Kerr and others have switched to
PXG — Parsons Xtreme Golf — clubs and now average players can, as well. The PXG 0311XF irons, designed to
offer “xtreme forgiveness,” feature the company’s signature blade look but with a longer blade length, wider
sole and larger profile to help increase the MOI, create higher launch and make these irons “the world’s sexiest
(with) a sweet spot the size of Texas.” $350 per club.

PXG Gunboat Darkness Putter
PXG owner Bob Parsons’ nickname is said to be Darkness, given that he often wears black from head to toe and
hits balls late into the evening. So when the new black version of PXG’s popular Gunboat mallet-style putter
was released it was called, naturally, the Gunboat Darkness. Each putter carries a milled skull insignia and the
number 26, representing the 26th Marine Corps Regiment in which Parsons served. The Darkness comes with a
special darkness grip and head cover. $750. www.pxg.com.
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Big Bertha OS Hybrids
In golf the Big Bertha, famously named for the world’s
largest and most powerful howitzer, is synonymous
with power-launching drivers, but Callaway Golf has
gone beyond that with its line of Big Bertha OS, for
oversized hybrids. The clubs feature a deeper body
and larger face, along with what the company calls
Hyper Speed Face Cup, to produce faster ball speed, even off
of mis-hits, to deliver greater distance and more forgiveness.
Available in men’s and women’s models, from $249.99. www.callawaygolf.com.

TR 1966 Anser and Anser 2
50 years ago Ping founder Karsten Solheim changed the putter game forever with his first Ping Anser, which makes that model old enough for the
Champions Tour. But the Anser isn’t going to retire anytime soon. While
Ping did produce a limited-edition anniversary model in 2016, it also offers
the up-to-date TR 1966 Anser and Anser 2, designed with True-Roll face
technology to give ball-speed consistency. Engineers used 3-D scans of
Karsten’s original designs as guides and, like the original models, the
latest Anser feature no alignment guides, rounded heel
and toe contours and a slightly thicker top line. The
Anser 2 comes with a single white alignment line.
$149. www.ping.com.

Taylor Made M-Series
The company best known for its drivers has released two more flagship
models for 2017 — the redesigned TaylorMade M1 and the allnew M2. The M1 features multi-material construction, with a
six-layer carbon crown and carbon toe panel. It also boasts a
new T-Track System to personalize the club for each player
— adjust the front track to change left-to-right trajectory
and move the back track forward for lower ball flight and
more distance, or move it back for higher flight and more
forgiveness. The M2 features the same multi-material construction but has a much larger sweet spot to make it both long
and more forgiving. Also available are M1 and M2 fairway woods and
rescue clubs. The M1, $499, and M2, $399. www.taylormadegolf.com.

Cleveland RTX-3 Wedges
Cleveland Golf says its new line of RTX-3 wedges have been shown in
tests to get the ball closer to the hole than any wedge the company
has ever made, and it has made a lot of them. The “feel balancing” technology moves the center of gravity closer to the
middle of the wedge where contact is made, to improve feel
and tighten shot dispersion. Wedges are available in traditional silver, in black satin, or in a bronze finish that will rust over
time for a distinctive appearance. $129. www.clevelandgolf.com.

Allen Edmonds Redan
Cobra Golf King F7 One Length
Taking inspiration from PGA Tour pro Bryson DeChambeau, Cobra Golf has introduced
its first line of single-length irons, the King F7 One Length. DeChambeau, who believes
moving between longer and shorter irons leads to too many errors in foot positioning, spine
angle and other swing variables, drew lots of curious eyes when he
arrived on the tour last year with irons that were all exactly
the same length. Cobra’s new irons all come in the
length of a 7-iron, which allows the player to use one
setup and one swing for every club. Also available
is the King F7 variable length iron set.
$699-$899. www.cobragolf.com.
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Golf shoes today come in more styles than there are ways to bogey tough par 5s but the
classic saddle shoe endures, if usually in black- or brown-and-white. For the golfer who
wants a bit more flair Allen Edmonds, the Wisconsin manufacturer of high-end
shoes, offers the Redan, named for one of the toughest greens
in golf, one that slopes from front to back. It features
full leather lining, five-eyelet saddle styling, waterresistant leather sole and 11 CHAMP helix
plastic spikes. And it comes in four color
combinations, white with green,
black or blue plus black
grain and brown. $295.
www.allenedmonds.com.
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SURF THE

TURF

The GolfBoard might be riding the wave of the future
By Don Shell

HARBOR SPRINGS, Michigan — The
gathered foursomes waiting to tee off turned
and stared, like a gaggle of geese craning
their necks at a swan. I was rolling up on
them, riding a crazy contraption called the
GolfBoard, and my first moments aboard
were nothing less than exhilarating. I smiled
and waved like a politician in a parade, proud
to pilot such an eye-catching ride.
And promptly crashed into a shrub.
Minor scuffs aside, a round on the
GolfBoard proved to not only be practical,
but practically more fun than the golf itself.
(Hate the player, not the game.) I was visiting the golf-rich hills of Boyne Highlands
Resort, where they offer the GolfBoard as
an option on two of their four courses.
I was cruising along on the Donald Ross
Memorial course, a terrific tribute course to
one of the game’s greatest classic architects.

It’s hard to say what Mr. Ross would think of
these newfangled GolfBoards surfing around
the course today, but one would think an
architect known for his innovation, style and
design aesthetic would’ve approved.
I know I sure did.
The GolfBoard, which took the industry by storm when it debuted at the PGA
Merchandise Show in 2014 (even winning
“Best New Product”), are now available at
more than 200 courses worldwide — including more than three dozen in the Midwest.
“The GolfBoard’s been great,” said Boyne
Highlands head golf professional John
Myers. “Everybody who gets on ’em thinks,
‘I don’t know if I can do this,’ and then
before you know it they’re going sideways
and everything else, and they just have a
blast. The biggest thing is the age demographic. It isn’t just 30-, 40-year-old guys,
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it’s anywhere from 18 all the way up to 60. I
had a 65-year-old guy the other day and he
just loved it.”
Jim Black, senior sales and marketing
representative for GolfBoard (as well as a
Bellaire, Michigan resident), said it’s easy to
see why people respond to it.
“It’s an amazing product we really believe
is going to change the golf landscape,” Black
explained. “It’s going to get the younger generation involved in golf, making golf more
of an active sport. Unfortunately, golf kind
of has a ‘boring’ reputation for the younger
crowd. This will get them a lot more excited
about the game.”
And that, friends, is no marketing hyperbole. After a round on the GolfBoard, the
most incredible thing about it is this: It takes
the most boring part of golf (getting to your
ball after you hit it), and makes it one of the
most thrilling.
The GolfBoard, which retails for $3,500,
depending on the accessories, is incredibly easy to maneuver, using simple controls
and body movements. The lever on the

handlebars controls the speed forward and
backward, and you use your body weight
to lean left or right to turn. Following my
shrubbery snafu, the GolfBoard was a snap
to control, and soon I was surfing around the
fairways like a pro.
With a top speed of 10 mph, it was even
easy to keep up with the twosome in a golf
cart I was paired with. The father-son duo
from Canada marveled at the board, and I
could sense the jealousy as I zoomed around
to my ball.
The turn radius was impressive, the
stopping power perfect, and overall the
GolfBoard responded like a champ. I also
felt more in tune with the game and the
ground, and didn’t have to climb in and out
of the cart every shot.
And while the GolfBoard might seem like
a diversion, the boards are actually ways to
focus on the game itself.
“It’s just a pure, easy way to get around,”
Myers said. “Better than a caddie and a little
bit more fun.
“The younger demographic looks at it
as ‘Wow, that’s something cool,’ but they’re
coming here, they’re with their friends,
they’re drinking and doing those things.
With the GolfBoard, there’s no place to put a
cooler, you’re not going to be drinking when
you’re on them, and it’s a different type of situation. That’s why we’re getting more of the
40- to 60-year-olds who are taking it, because
it’s more about the golf. It’s more about that
experience.”
And what an experience it is.
Visit www.golfboard.com or www.boyne.com
for more information.
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100 TABLE GAMES
OVER 2,500 SLOTS
POKER ROOM & OTB
AWARD-WINNING DINING
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
LUXURY HOTEL
PLAN YOUR VISIT TODAY!

